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Advertiſe ment. 


Winx, Tied ciez hes: 
ſheets to vinllicate the, ho- 
nour of Reli gion, it was given, out.” 
that I was writing in defenceiof SHE: 
XZ Miniſter of State. 0 

have a Maſter above, nd 15 
ont below z 1 mean, G and the 


„ire. To them * nen 58 
bound. | 
= The Do 8 of all: 3 
dies are Friendſpip and Gratitude. 
The duties ariſing from theſe, tho 
3X not altogether ſo extenſive as the 


ether, ate ſubſervient only to them. 
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bad be w 


I mean of the example 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT: 
With reſpect to the great Mini- 
ſter here underſtood, His vindication; , 


Suns „ 200% << on — 


with proper dignity, from no one 


but himſelf. And He, tho? for Pom firſt 


time, guld be h Copier: 
bf = 9505 that Firſt 


of Romans“; ; who being calumniated 


before” the People by ond Netyiug, 
as obſdure ods hen Ke 


Came to make his Defunck, which 


happened to be on the anniver- 
ſary of the battle of Zama, addreſ- 


fed The” Aſſembly in this: manner. 
4ſt was on this day, Romans, that 
4 due your mighty Rival for 
0 Empire, the Carthaginian. III 
«would it become the a of 


Nome to waſte ſuch a day in 
u ure and mae We 
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J. 8 2 * "HR Tupiter. FO Sn 3; 
| occaſions. 270 f . 


: [66 Who, ON Tr F103 
. dg, Hack vc gb fte 10 baltow, 


upon, m8. —— early | PIs , SN 58 
4 I. fans 9 7 755 do ſupport, HS 
= To MOM: pf, mY ln . nar 
: <« 3 that th 
need, may never Bd ſu NY” 
s vants as I have ſtill 8 
( to approve myſelf.” When he had 
did this, he ſtept from the Roſtrum 


zu and left the Forum empty; all the 


8 | People ny him to the Capi- 
9 That the People followed him is 
not ſurely the wonderful part of the 
1 Jb. The _ to be admired 1 is, 


* * ey 


4 ADVERTISsEM ENT. 


that Stateſman! ſhould lead the 
People Te ren 
oy This ii indeed” is the laſt {eivies a 
Patriot-Miniſter can. 1 render to his 
Country. And I am well perfuaded 
(fo exactly does the example fit the 
dccaſion) that our illuſtrious Modern 
Would have deemed it the” crown of 
his abours to habe animated his 
Fellow-Citizens with a ſpirit of true 
piety't towards Gon, is ſucceſsfully as | 
he inflamed them with a ſpirit of 
Zeal and Fortitüde for the KN. 
* eee 
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pin. od. as well as the 
9 I CONTEMPT of, Religion have 
A Hey n almoſt 9 as the firſt Inſti- 


. 9 ordained to cure. 5 
7 ling againſt it's Remedy n 
, 5 the days A when Mf 
om was _ it's height, Folly, as we 
| * Hearn from many paſſages in his divine 
ritings, kept equal paces with it. 
g 4 ence it is that, after he had given 
| 9 any lively paintings of the deformed 
;. catures of digottcy and irreligion, he 
=_— Wubj: dins directions to the ſober Advo- 
Fate of IP and Virtue how beſt to 
err their infolence and vanity. 
» ANSWER 


„ͤ 0e en 


| ANSWER NOT @ Fool (fays he) accord- 
ing to bis Folly, leſt thou alſs be like 


Unto him. ANSWER a Fool according 
to his W leſi he be 74 in his own ij 


conceit & „ 


Short, iſolated Sentences were the p 
mode in which Ancient wiſdom de- 
lighted to convey its precepts for the 
regulation of human conduct, But 
when this natural method had Joſt the 
grace of novelty, and a growing re- 
finement had new-coloured the can- 
did ſimplicity of ancient manners, 
theſe inſtructive Sages found a neceſ- EL 
ſity of giving to their moral maxims i 
the ſeaſoning and poignancy of Para- A 
doxes. In theſe lively and uſeful 
ſports of fancy, the Son of David, 
we are told, moſt excelled. ' We find 
them to abound" in the writings which E 
bear his name; and we meet with fre- 
quent alluſions to them in all the 
parts of ſacred Writ, under the 


1 


* Prov, xxvi. ver. 4, f. 
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Een 
names of Ridalle, Parables, and Dark-, 


fayings. 


Now of all the examples of this — 
cies of inſtruction, there is none more 


3 illuſtrious, or fuller of moral Wiſdom, 


than the Paradox. juſt now quoted; 


or which, in the happineſs of the ex- 
2X preflion, has ſo artfully. conveyed the 
Key for opening the treaſures of it. 
But as a dark. conceit and a dull one 
have a great proximity in modern 
vit; and a refined diſtinction is held 
equivalent to a contradiction in modern 


reaſoning, this Paradox of the Sage 


an abſurdity of ſome of his Trans- 


cribers: And to be ſet right at an 
eaſier expence than unfolding dark ſen- 
1 8 fences of old; that is to ſay, by exchang- 

ing them for clearer, of a modern date : 
A which Time can make ancient read- 
1g; and which a careful collation 
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IH has been. miſtaken by his Critics for 
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and without circumſtance, # anſwer 


vi PREFACE 
of its blunders may. hereafter make 
the true. 

But they who are content to re- 
ceive Antiquity in its native Garb, 
will, perhaps, rather, chuſe to try if 
the apparent contradiction in the 
received Text cannot be fairly unrid- 
dled without any other aid than of the 
words themſelves in which the dark 


ſaying is conveyed. 


Had the Folly of theſe Fools been 
only of one condition or denominati- 
on, then the advice to anfiver, and not 
to anſwer, had been repugnant to it 
felf. But as their Folly was of various 
kinds, in ſome of which, to anſwer 
might offend the dignity, and in 
others, wet to anſwer might hurt 


the intereſts of Truth; to anſwer, 


and not te anſwer, is a conſiſtent, and 
may, for ought our Critics know, be 
a very wiſe direction. | 

Had the Advice been given get 


the 


—_— — —— — — 


PREFACE vii 
the Fool, and not to anſtver him, a Cri- 
tic, who had a reverence for the Text, 
would ſatisfy himſelf in ſuppoſing, 
that the different directions referred, 
co the doing a thing in and out of ſca- 
%u. But when, to the general ad- 
vice about anſwering, this circum- 
ſtance is added,. — according to his fol- 
9, that interpretation is excluded; 
Y and a difficulty indeed ariſes; a. dit 
eulty, which has made thoſe who 
have no reverence for the Text, to ac- 
ceuſe it of abſurdity and contradiction. 
hut now, to each Direction, reaſons 
rere ſubjoined Why a Fool ſbould, and 
why he /hould not, be anſwered: rea- 
ſons, which, when ſet together and 
2X compared, are, at. firſt fight, ſuffici- 
ent to make the Critic ſuſpect, that. 


all the contradiction lies in his own 


incumbered ideas. 


| 1. The reaſon given, why a Foul ſhould 
vor be anſwered according to his folly, is, 


52 he the Anſwerer] be lite unto him h 
S  - Bs 


vii PREFACE: 
2. The reaſon given, why he Should 


be anſwered according to his folly, i 1s, ft. ; $ 1 4 
he {the Foal] be wiſe in his own cant. ) 


The cauſe aſſigned, of forbidding: 
io anſwer, therefore, plainly inſmuates, 
that the Defender of Religion ſhould MK 
not imitate the Infulter of it in his 
mode "of uifputation ; Which may be 
compriſed in ſophifiry, | buſfeonry, and 

ſcurrility. For what could ſo much 
Eken the Anſwerer to his idiot- Adver- 
fary as the putting on his Fool's-coat 
in order to n * W 
the rabble? : 

Tue cauſe . of reg is 
anfwer, as phinly intimates, that the 
Sage ſhould addreſs himſelf to con- 
fute the Fool upon the Fool's own falſe | 
principles, by ſhewing that they lead 
to Concluſions very wide ſrom the 
impieties he would deduce from them. 
And if any thing will prevent the Pool 
from being wife in his own conceit, it 


muſt be the —— and the ridi- 
4 cule 


| ; "I's 
PREFACE.- ix. 
eule of having his own Principles 

15 = apron E they are 
ing | purpo iſe: to that, for which he had 
employed them. 

The ſupreme witlom commands in 
the two precepts of this unravelled 
q W parade will be beſt underſtood. by, 
1 xplaining the advantages ariſing from 
ehe obſervance of each of them. 
1. We are not to anſiuer a fool accord- 
7 to his folly, left we alſo be like un- 
„-bis is the reaſon given; and 
I 2 — one it is; ſufficient to make 
any ſober man decline a Combat, 
1 I where even Victory would bring dif. 
nonour with it. Now, if our anſwer 
4 be of ſuch a nature that we alſo (tho? 
4 with contrary intentions) do injury to 
. we become like unte him in 
che eſſential part of his Character, 
| ſurely Truth is never fo groſly 
3 nor its Adyocates fo diſho- 
Tot as when they employ the 

- - fooliſh 


AO. 


-, as 


X PREFACE. 
fooliſh arts of Sophi/try, Buffronry, and 
Scurrility i in it's defene. A 
1. To uſe fallacious and inconeluſi ve 8 
arguments in ſupport of Truth is doing 


it infinite diſcredit. The practice tends 
to make men ſuſpect that the queſti- 


oned Fruth is indeed an impoſture, 2 1 
when it finds ſupport i in the common 
tricks of impoſture : The leaſt unfa- 
vourable inference will be, that the 
Truth is defended not for its own 
fake, but for the ſake of the Defend= 
This will make the ſerious 
Enquirer leſs attentive to the iſſue, 
and more jealous of the good faith of . 
the Advocate; which cannot but leſſen Wh 
dur reverence to one, and increaſe 1 
unfavourable prejudices: towards the 


other. It tends to reduce the two Y 
Parties of Wiſdamand Folly to a level, 


when they ſtand on the ſame uncertain 1 
and deceitful Ground. It tends to con- 


found the diſtinction between frue 3 
and falſe, and to make all terminate 


PREFACE. Xi 


n that moſt malignant ſpecies of Folly, 
Pyrronic doubt and uncertainty, 
2. To employ Buffoonry in this 
ervice is to violate the Majeſty, 
? 4 of Truth, which can inforce its in- 
. Peter among men no onger than 
hile its Sanctity of Characters is 
at ſafe from inſult. 
1 B Truth of the * y 
the ching ſhe wants in order to come off 
; 4 ſp ictorious, 1 mean, 2 fair hearing To 
en | Ppramine, Men muſt be ſerious ; and 
s judge, they muſt be attentive to 
4 che argument. Buffoonry gives a le- 
1 ity to the mind, which makes it 
ceek entertainment rather than in- 
ſtruction, in all that is offered to it's 
4 inſpection. But let this poor talent be 
Y Wtaken at its utmoſt worth, the uſe of it 
„ will fill raiſe a ſuſpicion, that the 
1 Advocate has his cauſe little at heart, 
while, in the very heat of an im- 
portant controverſy, he can allow 
Inimſelf to be amuſed and diverted 
4 by 
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Xii PREFACE. 

by the levity of falſe wit; ſince, 
in matters that are underſtood to con- 
cern us moſt, we are wont to appear, 
as well as to be, moſt in earneſt : and 
this ſcandal given by the Advocate 
will always prejudice the Cauſe. - 
3. Again, perſonal abuſe, the favo- Mt / 
rite colour that glares moſt in the: 
Fool's Rhetoric, is. carefully to be a- 


— 
Ys 


voided, For nothing can ſo affimilate 
the Anſwerer to the fool he is con- - | 
ſulting as a want of Charity, which 
this mode of defence ſo openly be- 
trays. To Charity, the Fool makes 1 } 
no pretenſions. His very attempt is 
an avowed violation of it. He would 
deprive the world of what he himſeli 

confeſſes to be moſt uſeful to Society, ſt! 
and moſt pleaſing to the natural ſenti- 
ments of Man, that is to ſay, Reli- i 
gion. He would break down this 

barrier againſt Evil, he would rob us 
of this conſolation of Humanity, and WF 
in ſuch a Service he follows but his Wl 


. _ 
1 
nature 
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nature and his office, when he vilifies 
1 and calumniates all who ſet them- 
celves. to oppoſe his impious projects. 
*X But the end of the Commandment 15 
© Charity. 

Theſe are the various modes of an- 
wering which are to be avoided, 
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the | 3 eſt the Advocate of Religion be- 

e a- | | come /ike the impious Caviller whom 

late "Whe would confute. 

on- II. But then, 1% the Fool ſhould be 

hich 101% in his own conceit, we are, at the 
be- ſame time, bid, o give him an anſwer. 


43 Bat bow this can be done, in the man- 
ner here directed, namely, according 
to his folly, and yet the Anſwerer not 
become lite unto him, but, on the con- 
a trary, be able to produce the effect here 
WM intimated, the cure of the vain, con- 
Nceit of his. own ſuperior Wiſdom, is 
a difficulty indeed; a difficulty wor thy 
1 the Advocate of truth to undertake: 
4 and which a Maſter of his Subject may 
| hope to I in contriving to 


8 | confute 


xiv PREFACE. 


confute the Fool on his own A ö 

Principles, by ſhewing that they lead 
to a Concluſion very oppoſite to thoſe 4 | 
free Conſequences he has laboured to Y 
deduce from them. And if any thing 4 1 
will allay the FooPs vain conceit of 
himſelf, it muſt be ſuch a ſenſe of the ſ 
diſhonour. For what can be more 

ſhamefull than to have his own Prin- 
ciples ſhewn to be deſtructive of his Y | 
own Concluſions ? What more mor- 
tifying, than to have thoſe Principles, 
in whoſe invention he ſo much glo- 
ried, or in whoſe uſe he ſo much con- 
fided, fairly turned, by all the rules 
of good Logic, to his own confuſion. al 
Nor is the Partiſan of falſehood more 
Humbled than the Cauſe of truth ad- 
vanced, by thus anfwering a Fool ac- 
cording to his folly, For that Victory 8 
is, in common eſtimation, held moſt 
compleat, where the Advetſary is thus 
made to contribute to his own over- 


| throw: that Syſtem being naturally ji 


3 PREFACE. re 
ſteemed contemptible, whoſe moſt. 
aufible ſupport: draws after it the 
uin of whatit was raiſed to uphold. 
And thus, as the Wiſe man directs, 
„„ tbis forward Fool to be treated, 
„ > wether it be by lence or confure- 
Von. 
XZ That, in general, his folly is to be 
s epreſſed according tothe Gates true 
iſdom, the nature of the thing fi uſfi- 
tiently informs us: there was no need 
a particular direction to inforce the 
> pediency and neceſlity of that, 
I But then, beſides, it may ſome- 
mes happen that the intereſts of 
ol Truth ſhall require, his being an- 
= wel even axadig to be, folly : 
nad, as our duty here is very liable to 
. 157 it was expedient to obviate 
Mie danger. This, we may obſerve, 
ee ſacred d Writer hath done, and with 
4 Puch art and elegance of addreſss. 
lt may indeed be faid, Why this 
ctiſed obliquity in defenceof Truth © 


b b. 
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| Is not the purity of her nature. rather 


fefiled, than her real intereſts advanc- 
ed by this indirection? And does not 
Wiſdom ſeem to.tell.us,that it becomes 
her dig ignity to repreſs Folly. by thoſe 
arms only Which Wiſdom SEA bath. 
edged and, tempered; that Truth, by 
the information of her own light, 
points« out thefſtraightroad to her abode;, 


and forbids us to riggle into her pre- 


ſence thro” by-paths, and he eloudy 
Medium of falſehoodꝰ 1 

But they who talk thus do not ſuf= 
ficiently reflect on the condition of our 
weak and feeble- ſighted Nature, which 


can ill bear the clear and unſhaded 


licht of Truth. On which account 


it is fo contrived,” in the beautiful 
Order of things, that Fall, by thus ad- 

miniſtering to her own defeat, ſnould 
bring us back again into the ways of 


Wiſdom, from Wan ſhe — * 
ced us. n 8 2 
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The REDEEMER of Mankind, in 
condeſcention to the infirmities of 
thoſe he came to ſave, hath taken the 


_ fame advantage of this eſtabliſhed Or- 
der: For, more effeQually:to ſilence 


thoſe Foolrwho queſtioned: his Miſſion 


and his office, he anſwers them according 


io their folly ; that is, he demonſtrates 


tothem, on their ownerroneous Prin- 


ciples concerning the nature and end 


of the Law, (formed on rabbinical 
traditions and the reveries of Greek 
Philoſophers J he demonſtrates to 


them, T fay, the truth and reaſon- 
ſonablenefs of the Goſpel. The pure 


and unabated ſplendor of Truth, uſh- 


ered. in by Wiſdom, would have only 
added to their judicial blindneſs : for 
to. bear it undazzled they had need 


of the preſence of that SPIRIT or 


TRUTH, whichwas not yetcome, but 
only promiſed to them. When He- 


came, indeed, and while he con- 


tinued, in an extraordinay manner, 


ne, 2 E tw 
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to enlighten the underſtandi ings of the 
Faithful, there was no occaſion ſor this 
inforced miniſtry of Folly, to contribute 
to her own. deſtruction. And there- 
fore the fir? Propagators of the Gof» 
pel proceeded more directly to the 
eſtabliſhment of tlie Truth, and on 
the. ſolid principles of idm only. 
Let now again, in the ordinary. com- 
munications of GR ACE,. this direction 
of the Wiſe man will be as uſeful as 
euer, ta the intereſts of Virtue and; 
Religion, Anſwer a Fool according te 
* * ae oton can 
ait. 


* 


i. 


} t "4 
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DISCOURSE 


_ | | CONCERNING. DAE. 5s 


Orxics dogs are 


HOLY, 11. 


"HE bleſſed Jeſus earhe 105 1 
world on THE FAA or Gob,. 
to declare pardon and ſalvation to the for- 
feited poſterity of Adam. He teſtified the 
truth of his miſſion by amazing ten, 
and ſealed man's redemption in his Blood, 
by the GIRLY facrics of dar 
upon the eroſs. 

But as the 3 ſo prozuted, 
could only operate on each Individual un- 
WT x! 3s 3 der 


„ ˙ IC mou y THT HY 


2 A Diſcourſe concerning 
der certain conditions of FaiTH and OB E- 


DIENCE,VEry repugnant to our corrupt na- 


ture, the bleſſed Redeemer, on leaving the 
world, promiſed to his followers his inter- 
ceſſion with the Father, to ſend amongſt 
them another divine Perſon on THE PART 
or Man, namely the HoLy Grosr, call - 
ed the Spirit of Truth, and the Comforter ; 
who, agreeably to the 'import of theſe 
appellations, ſhould co-operate with man 
in eſtabliſhing his Fair n, and in perfe&t- 
ing his OBepiexce ; or, in other words, 
ſhould /an&ify him to redemption. BY 
This is a ſuccin& account of the CEco- 
nomy of Grace; entirely conſonant to our 
moſt approved conceptions of the divine 
nature and of the human condition. For 
{ if man was to be reinſlated i in a free · gift 
which had been juſtly forfeited, we cannot 
but confeſs, that as, on the one hand, 
the reſtoration might be made on what 
conditions beſt pleaſed the giver; ſo, on 
the other, that God would graciouſly pro- 
vide that it ſhould not be made in vain. 
An atonement, .therefore, for the of- 
fended majeſty of the-FaTHER, was firſt 
8 | IS 0 


* 
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the Horry SIR r. 2 
to be procured; and this was the Work of 
the Son : and then a remedy was to be 
provided for that helpleſs condition of 


Man, which hindered the atonement from 


producing - its effect, and this was the 


office of the HoLyY Guosr : ſo that both 


were joint-workers in the great buſineſs of 
reconciling God to man. 

What therefore I propoſe to conſider is, 
the office "and operations of the Holy Spirit, 
as they are delivered to us in . 
Scripture. _ 

His Office in . is, as hath been 
obſerved, to eftabliſh our Faith, and to per- 


fect our obedience: and this he doth by EN- 


LIGHTENING THE UNDERSTANDING, 
and by xEcTIFYING Tae. Wilt. All 
this is neceſſarily collected from the worda 
of Jeſus, which contain this important 
Promise. I will pray the Father, (ſays 


be) and he all give you another Couros T= 


ER, that he may abide with you for cer 
even the SPIRIT or TauTH—— He dwell- 
eth with you, and all ů in you —= which 
# the Hol x Gnosr, wobor the Father 


— 
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4 A Diſcourſe concerning 
ſhall fend in my name. He fall Teacu 
ro ALL TarinGs (i). — 6 
By teaching us all things, under the joint 
characters of the Spirit of Truth and of the 
Comforter, we are neceſſarily to underſtand 
ell things which concern Fa irn "ou 
OBeDiENnCe. 
Theſe two diftin& W of his office 
- I ſhall confider in their order. 


I - - 
e 
a | 
- - : # 
ts 


And firſt of all, let us obſerve the me- 
thod employed by divine wiſdom in mant- 
ſeſling the operations of the Hol Grosr, 
as the SPIRIT AND G UrD B Or 
FT TOS 2 3 
The firſt extraordinary atteſtation of 
| his deſcent was at the day of Pentecoſt, 
in the GieT, or Toxcves. OD 
Beſides the great and almoſt indiſpenſa- 
dle uſe of this endowment on the firſt 


Diſciples of Chriſt, pho were to. convey 


(1) John xiv, 165 c ſexe 85 ww Jn 


xvi. 13. 


& ET he 


the HoIY SpIRIT. 8 
the glad tidings of the Goſpel chrough- 
out = whole earth; the elegance and 
propriety in the choice of this miracle 
to atteſt the real deſcent of that Spirit 
who was to teach us all things, can never 
be enough admired : for Worps being 
the human vehicle of our knowledge, 
this gift was the fitteſt precurſor of the 


Spirit of Truth. 


But this firſt opening ſcene of won- 
ders, which was to prepare and influence 
all the ſubſequent acts of man's redem- 
ption, a late eminent writer would, from a a 
$1GN, reduce to a Shadow; on which he 


| ſeems to think, Fancy ſet itſelf to work, ta 


produce a prodigy. The Gift of Tongues 
<< upon the Day of Pentecoſt (ſays the learn 
ed perſon) auas not laſting, but inſtantaneous 
4 end tranſitory; not beſtowed upon them 
for the conſtant work of the miniftry, 
but as an occaſional Sign only, that the 


_ « perſon endowed with it was a choſen 


cc miniſter of the goſpel : which Sign, 
© as ſoon as it had ſerved that particular 


« purpoſe, 


A Difonaſs encrnin 
« puxpoſe, ſeems to have ceaſed, and 
< totally to have vaniſhed (3). , 
Let us examine now, the grounds of 
this new interpretation, ſo apparently de- 


5 


rogatory to the operation of the trol 


Spirit. 

The learned Writer proceeds in order; 
firſt to reduce the Type. or viſible Sign 
of the gift, the FixxRy Toncvues : for 
having declared. the Gift itſelf to be in- 
ſtantaneous and tranſitory, he has very 
conſiſtently endeavoured to ſhew that the 
Sign of it was merely fanciful. He ex- 
plains it to be no more than a ſudden 
flaſh of lightening, © which, he fays, 
like all other Phenomena of that ſort, 


< no ſooner appeared, | chan vapiſh- 
* ed (J).“ Y 


His reaſon for this nn « be- 
«< cauſe when the Diſciples ſpoke in 


„ ſtrange tongues to the Multitude, the 
aun Way: drew ves tae: giv 


(4) Dr. Middle r on the Gift of Wot 


Vol. II. of his Works, p. 79. (4) P. 31. 


— 


1 


. 7 

« cumſtance ſeems to ſhew, that the de- 
« leſtial eee eee 
„ upon their Heads (5).“ 
But the learned Perſon has ee 4 
bring this other circumſtance into his ac- 
count, that when the cio ven Tongues appearei 
«pon each of them, they were aſſembled to- 
gether in a private room, ſequeſtered and 
apart: and that it was not till the thing 
Was noiſed abroad, and the Multitude come 
together, to inquite into the truth of it, 
that the Apoſtles ſpoke veirb tongues as the 
| Spirit gave them utterance; Now between 
this viſible deſcent of the Holy Spirit, 
and their ſpeaking to the Multitude, a 
conſiderable time muſt have intervened ; 
ſufficient to convince every one from the 
ſteady duration of the appearance, that 
it was 'not natural but miraculous. And 
this the original words well expreſs; 
ixxbict Te i tra xa avtur, well rens - 
dered by the Phraſe of &1TT1NG upon each 
of them: Words ſo inconſiſtent with a 
momentary appearance, that it would be 
wifing with common ſenſe to deduce 


(5) P. 22. 


ſuch 


- 


[ 'V 4 Difairſe concerning 
1 ſuch an interpretation from oblique cir- 
Kumſtances and collateral reaſoning. It 
is true the learned Writer concedes, even 
from the Sign's being only a /udden Flaſb, 
aubich vaniſbed almoſt as ſoon as it apprar- 
ed, that © it indicated ſomething mira- 
& culous and ſupernatural (6).” But I 
am afraid, that thoſe who are the readieſt 
to embrace his Phyſiology, will not be 
the firſt to admit his theological inference z 
eſpecially as it 1s fo gratuitouſly deduced. 
It may therefore not be improper to ſcru- 
tinize the evangelical account of this vi- 
i wle deſcent with a little more exaQneſs. 
; In this place (we ſee) the fery Tongues are 
4 faid, to fit upon each of them: and in other 
Places of the Scripture, mentioning the like 
deſcent of the Holy Spirit in viſible Form, 
it is deſcribed in ſuch terms as denote a 
very different appearance from a ſudden 
Flaſh of Lightening. St. Matthew tells us, 
that the Spirit of God deſcended like a Dove, 
woes, Has +2051 3 that 15, with a Dove-like 
motion; as birds, when about to ſettle up- 
on any thing, ws 7 i ſhake 
. — their 


7 


— 


8 * 


PoH 


— 


— 
4 


7 NF Þ 


_ the Hory SPpIIIr. 
their wings: it then lighted b Je- 
ſus, EX 8109 r adds. So, 1 in the place in 
queſtion, the ſame Spirit is ſaid to deſcend 
2 — the ap pearance of clowen Tongues, 
like as of Fire, a wvpsc. In the former 
inſtance, only the motion of the deſcent 
is deſcribed : in this, both the motion, 
figure, - and colour. And the term of clo- 
wen Tongues, which the facred Hiſtorian 
employs to deſcribe the avotion;and which 
| the learned Writer takes up to prove his 
hypotheſis of a momentary exiſtence of 
the phænomenon, proves it, in truth, ta 
be of ſome continuance. We can- 
„not (ſays he) think it ſtrange that "firs 
© flaſhing from Heaven, and ſuddenly 
* vaniſhing, ſhould yield ſome reſem- 
_ * blance of Tongues to the eyes of the 
* MuLTrTvpe.; for this is no more than 
what is natural, and what we may ob- 
ſerve, in ſome meaſure, from every 
| © flame that flaſhes from the | clouds, 
and breaks itſelf, / +cour/e, in a num- 
ber of ſmall pointed particdes: _ 
mote from york: ny (7). 
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To this let us, in the firſt place, ob- = 
ſerve, that the thing ſeen, dou avg er 
on the heads of the Apoſtles was 10 ur. 

more an elementary fre, than the thing... 

feen wow f on the head of Jeſu ner 

was a real dove: for as only a deu. 

lite motion is intimated in this latter ex.. 7 

preflion, ſo only a flame. lile motion is in.. ;, 

timated in the former; and what this 4 f 

was, the Hiſtorian tells us in its effect, * 

the appearance of cloven Tongues, The cc . 

learned Perſon is certainty miftaken in « 1 

ſuppoſing a ſudden faſo of lightening ha. 

naturally the appearance of cloven . 

3h - Tongues. Such a phznomenon exhibits to . 

1 | the eye of the beholder only a line of light 25 

I - angularly broken into ſeveral directions, . 

I very different from the form of Tongues . 

I! | whether whole or clven. Whenever a 3 

Ml flame affumes this appearance, it is be- gl 

i | come fationary, as this was, which, the the 

1 * Hiſtorian fays, SAT upon each of then, bu 

Pi edis: and then its natural motion th. 

4 rang it upwards, it repreſents, when | 
it divided lengthwiſe, 3 ot 

1 n figure, | . 
WH | — 
1 
15 
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ion that the Appearance in queſtion was 
ot momentary, but of ſome continuance. 
The learned Writer having thus ac- , 
danted for the Precurſor of the gift, 
omes to conſider the gift itſelf ; 
attempts to ſhew that © the chief or s0L 
«© END RATHER of the gift of Tongues . 
« was to ſerve as a ſenſible ſign in that 
« infirm State of the firſt Chriſtians, that 
« thoſe to whom it was vouchſafed were 
« under a divine influence, and acted by 
« a divine commiſſion.——So that it is 
« not reaſonable to think that this 41 
« oerfity of Tongues. was given to the 
« Apoſtles for the ſake of converting thoſe 
© people before whom they then ſpoke 
« (8).” Hence (fays he) © it appears that 
« the gift was not of a ſtable or per- 
«© manent nature (9).“ That is, it was 
no laſting endowment, to enable the Apo- 
ſtles to perform their miniſtry amongſt 
thoſe whoſe language they had never learnt; 
but a momentary power, which ſerved 
that day for a /fjgn to the Multitude : and 


(3) P. 37. (9) P. 89. 
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to learn anew when they wanted the uſe i . 
of chem. This, I ſay, appears to be his 
Inference; for the arguments he brings * 
to ſupport his principle, will lead us to 
no other. At the ſame time it muſt be " 
obſerved he has laid down the propoſi - : 
tion ſo looſely, and ambiguouſly,. that, Wi P 

when conſidered alone, it may either 7 
mean, That the power of ſpeaking 8 
4c ſtrange languages was only infuſed 4 

4 occaſionally, like the power of work-' Wi 1 


«ing miracles;“ or elſe, „ That 
cc the knowledge of the language, when 
ter infuſed, was not laſting, but momen- 

«tary, like the cloven Tongues; the in 
e ſpired Linguiſt preſently falling back 
40 into his natural ſtate of idiotiſm. ? 

In the firſt ſenſe, the Aſſertion ſeems 
to be well founded: and from its ſobri- 
ety, and more eſpecially from the extrava- 
gance of the other meaning, which leaves 
but little diſtinction between the power of 
ſpeaking ſtrange Tongues at the day of 
Pentecoſt, and the extatick ravings of 
modern Fanaticks „ one would with Net 


tbe Hour Sei nr. 13 
fad it van the d we could fury aſcribe 
to it. 

B bbs enn ee 
the learned Perſon, for the ſuppart of by 
propoſition, cones Ä 
to the other fene. 

366 His Grſt argument is the autberit 
ſome modern Critics (1). But 1 of 
excuſed, if I ſuffer theſe to have np more 
ar with me when they contradict a re- 
ccived interpretation, than they uſually | 
with e 


from Scripture. it fell. 
thinks) from the Stories of 7 m_ 5 
mily, and the Diſeiples at Epheſus (both 
of whom ſpoke with tongues on the Holy 
Ghoſt's deſcending on them, while Peter 
preached to one and Paul baptiſed the other) 
that the gift was not laſting but inftantane- 
ous; and given only for a ſign of their real 
admiſſion into the Church of Chriſt: for, 
* he truly obſerves, © here eee 

_ © 10 ſuppoſe another uſe, the ſeveral AG | 


4) P. 29. 5 
C | « ſemblies 


41 His ſecond argument is an inference = 
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NN Fe Gns geek end | 
language (2).“ 

But here the learned perſon from parti- 
cular inſtqnces draws a general concluſion: 
becauſe, in this caſe, he ſees no other uſe than 
for a /ign, he concludes the gift to be mo- 
mentary in all other. By a better way of 
reaſoning therefore, he will ſuffer us to con- 
clude, that where we do ſee another uſe, as 
in the gift at Pentecoſt, that there it was as 
laſting as the uſe to which it ſerved: And 
an equitable Judge will conclude for us 
both, that the ſame endowment which in 
one inflance was tranſitory, might, in ano- 
ther, be very laſting. 

The converts of the family of Cornelius, 
and the diſciples at Epheſus were in a pri- 
vate ſtation in the Church: fo that an in- 
Kantaneous exerciſe of the power fully an- 
ſwered it's end: It was a „gn that theſe 
of Chriſt's myſtical body, the Church, 
as well by the baptiſm of the Spirit as of 
Water. But the caſe was different with 


(a) P, $5, 6. 


reſpelt 
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reſpe& to the Apoſtles : They were the 
appointed preachers of the Goſpet to re- 
mote and barbarous nations: an office not 
to be diſcharged without a competent 
knowledge of the various of the 
Earth. We ſind them, on the day of Pen- 
tecoſt, miraculouſly endowed wich this 
knowledge. What are we to think, but 
that the IN cIraL end of the gift was 
to qualify them for their miſhon : 

The learned writer's third argument in 
ſupport of his opinion, is taken from the 
ſtile of Scripture, and is to this purpoſe: 
That were the gift of tongues laſting, it 
would have been employed in the compo- 
fition of their Goſpels and Epiſtles : But 
that it was not there employed, appears 
from the barbarity of the ſtile; ſince what- 
ever comes from God muſt be perfect in 
its kind; ſo that, in this caſe, we ſhould 
be ſure to find the purity of Plato, and. the 
eloquence of Cicero: But the conſidera- 
tion of this argument coming more pro- 
perly under another head of this diſcourſe, 
to that we ſhall reſerve it, and might here 
take leave of this ſubjeR, the duration of the 
Cz gift 
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gift of tongues; as the common © 
remains unimpaired — + and is 


till in poſſeſſion of all the circumſtances of 


. credit in which he found it. 
' Yet fimce this new 
{which makes the 


gift ſo tranſitory, and 


the power conferred — ary 
may be applied by licentious men to 


purpoſes the learned perſon never intended, 
it cannot be too carefully conſidered. 
Who hath not heard of the wondrous 


inflamed by fanaticiſm ? And tho' we he 
ignorant of its utmoſt force, yet we know 


enough of it to convince us, that this Fa- 


culty of the mind, the nurſe and parent of 
enthuſiaſm, is able to work like magic in 


its inſatuations. There are many well at 
teſted caſes in modern Hiſtory, (althe we 


ſnould agree that they have loſt nothing of 
the marvellous in the telling) where En- 
- thuſiafts, in their extaſies, have talked very 
-flvently in the learned languages, of which 


they had à very imperfe& knowledge in 


their ſober intervals. When I ſaw (ſays 
* the noble Author * mr 
: 4 - = the 


a © N a 
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= che Gentleman, who has: writ: lately in 
= * defence of revived prophecy, (and has 
« fince fallen himſelf into the prophetic 
te extaſies) lately under an agitation (as 
« they call it) uttering prophecy in a pom- 
e pous latin ſtile, of which out of his ex- 
e taſy, it ſeems, he is wholly--incapable;. 
«jt brought into my mind the latin poet s 
1 deſcription of the Sibyl, &c..(3).” And 
it is remarkable, that inſtances of this kind: 
have occurred ſo frequently, that Thyræus, 
a famous popiſh Exorciſt, as blinded as he 
was by the ſuperſtitious impiety of demo- 
niacal po/e/ions, has, in his Dire&ory, ex- 
sly declared it as the common opinion: 
of his brotherhood,. that the ſpeaking 
ſtrange languages is no certain ſign of a: 
Paſſelian, and warns the Exorciſt. againſt: 
| this illuſion (4). 
No were it generally believed that the 
Healing with ſtrange tongues in the firſt ages 
of Chriſtianity, was a mere fleeting, tranſ- 
tory power, the bold licence of our times: 


(3) Letter concerning Enthufuaſm, $6. 
WO De Dæmoniacis, e. ü. 
C3 
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n tongues on the day of Pemecoſt. 
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would be ready to donclude that it Was 
much of the lame kind with theſe feats of 
modern Fanatics. For let us-confider how 
the matter would be thought to ſand, on 
the repreſentation of this learned writer: 
A ſudden flaſh of lightening,” under the 
fancied f gure of clowen- tang nes, kindles 
the ficry imaginations of a number of en- 
thuſiaſtic men, met 4agether in a tumu'tu- 
ous aſſembly, and heating one another's 
fanaticiſm by mutual collifion ; and in this 


temper, they began to {peat wb tongues as 


the / irit gæve them utterance. . 
I ſhall therefore endeavour to ſhew, in I 
the lift place, that this new interpretation 
contradifts what Scairruxk itſelf ex- 
prefly delivers of the Usz and, by ne- 

ceſſary inference, of the duration of this 
The learned writer affirms, * that this 
knowledge was tranfitory, ſerving only for 
an occafional fign, and not intended for the 
ufe of che apoſtohe mifion.” Now Jeſus 


| kimfelf- tells us, chat it Was. intended for 


this uſe: Who, on his leaving the world, 
comforts his diſciples with this mie — 
But Je Hall receive 9 after that the 
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holy Ghoſt is eome mon you © i679 
WITNESSE8 unte me, unto the UTTER HOST 
PART or THE BARTH (5), recorded by 
the Evanpelic writer, as an introduction to 
his narrative of the miraculous giſt of 


tongues ; which ke conſiders as the com- 


pletion of this promite ; and that the power 
to be recerued, was the power then given: 
the uſe of which, as we fee, was to en- 
able the diſciples to became witneſſes mints 
him, unto the uttermafs part of the Earth, 
We find St. Paul had this gift, not only in 
the fulleſt meaſure, but with a proportion- 
able duration: For, the Apoſtle endeavour- 
ing to moderate the exceſſive value which 


the Corlinkians —— Flinitzal.:agd 


obſerves, that, with regard to the moſt 
ſplendid of them all, the gt of tongues, he 
himſelf had the advantage of them all 


I thank my God (ſays he) that I ſpeak vi 


zongues more than you all (6). The occa- 
Fon ſhews: that he conſidered this as a /pi> 
ritual gift : and his uſing the preſent time 


u 
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poſſeſſion. But why did he ſpeak with 
more tongues than all of them? For a 
good reaſon ;| he was the peculiar Apo- 
file of the Gentiles ; and was to preach 
the Goſpel amongſt remote and barbarous 
nations. Whom then ſhall we believe? 
Shall we take his word who promiſed the 
giſt; ſhall we take his, on. whom it was be- 
ſtowed ;: or ſhall we prefer to both, the con- 
jecture of this learned and ingeniousModern?- 
. Would reaſon or the truth of things fub.. 
fer us to be ſo compliant, we might con- 
_ cede to unbelievers all which they fancy the 
learned writer has procured for them, that 
the power of tongues was temporary, and, 
like: the power of healing, poſſeſſed occaſi- 
onally,“ without: being allarmed at any 
conſequence they. will be- able to. deduce 
from. it. For let it but: be granted (and 
they muſt grant it, or elſe prevaricate) 
that the gift. of tongues returned as often 
as they had occaſion for it, and it is no 
great matter where it refided in the interim. 
But neither reaſon. nor the truth of things 
will ſuffer us to be thus compliant. The 
power of dealing or of working miracles. 
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to which the learned writer compares he 
gilt of tongues) is, during the whole courſe 
of its operation, one continued arreſt or 
diverſion of the general laws of matter and 
motion”: it was fit tharefors that this power 
| ſhould be given occaſionally. But the 
ſpeaking with tongues, when once the gift 
was conferred, became from thenceforth, 
-« natural power; juſt as the free and 
perfect uſe of the members of the body, 

after they have been reſtored by miracle to 
dhe exerriſe of their natural functions. In- 
deed to have le, the gift after this tempo 
. rary uſe of it, would imply another mita- 
cle; for it muſt have been by actual depti- 
vation, unleſs we ſuppoſe the | Apoſtles 
mere inanimate organs thro' which divine - = 
ſounds were conveyed. In a word, it as 

as much in the courſe of nature for an A- 

poſtle, whom the holy Spirit on the day of 

Pentecoſt, had enabled to fpeak a ſtrange 
language, ever aſterwards to have the uſe 

of that language, as it was for the Cripple, 
vom Jeſus had reſtored to the uſe of bis 
mbs on the Sabbath - day, ever afterwards. 

to walk, run, and perform all the functi- 
. ous of a man perfectly ſound. In one 
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22 © A Diſcourſe concerning 
thing, indeed, the power of healing, and 
ol ſpeaking with ſtrange tongues coincid- 
| ed; as the Diſciples could not heal at all 
times, ſo neither could they ſpeak at all times 
io what unknown diale& they-ſhould chuſs 
to converſe : Yet when once, by the holy 
Spirit, they had been enabled to ſpeak and 
. Underſtand a language, they could not bat 
' retain the uſe of it, with the ſame facility 
as if they had acquired it in the ordinary 
way of inſtruction. But the confuſion in 
- this affair, and the learned perſon's em- 
- barras when he ſtates the queſtion, ariſe 
from not diſtinguiſhing in theſe two caſes 
;!!! Moor 0 Hp 
gift. In healing, the Apoſtles are to be 
Dr 
ſpeaking firange tongues, as the perſons on 
whom a miracle is performed. 
Thus far with regard to this extraord;- 
- nary deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt," as the 
- GUIDE OF TRUTH. And this being as well 
the FixST FRUITS. as the TYPE and SEAL 
of all inſpired knowledge, the ſacred His 
- torian thought proper to give us a Circum= 
— IG | —_ 
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The other endowments of the ſpirit of 
truth he hath mentioned only occaſionally. 
So that had not the Subject of one of St. 
Paul's Epiſtles led the writer to enumerate. 
thoſe various pifts,. as they were afterwards. 
diſtributed amongſt the Faithful, we ſhould 
have had a very imperfe&t knowledge of 
them. The Church of Corinth was fool- 
iſhly elated by ſpiritual pride; which St. 
Paul endeavoured to repreſs and humble: 


SFSESTS2EFEZL 


in and in applying his remedy, he begins with 
em- reckoning up thoſe various graces, the cre- 
wiſe dit of which they had abuſed in the indul · 
aſes gence of this unhappy temper.---Concern- 
ve ing ſpiritual gifts (ſays he) I would nor 
be have you ignorant. Now there are diverſfi-. 
5 m ties of gifts, but the ſame ſpirit. To one 
on is given hy the ſpirit the won d or Wis« 
a DOM ; 10 another,the WORD OF KNOWLEDGE 
rdi- by the Jame ſpirit ; to another, the G1yTs Ov: 
the HEALING by the ſ:me ſpirit; to another, 
well WORKING OF MIRACLES; to another y- 
re PHECY ; to another DISCERNING OF SPI- 
Hi RITS (0). And when he comes to apply 
Un” mis premiſſes, and to ſhew the Ls 
'The 


(7) 1 Cor. xii, 1 & ſeq, 


of 


24 A Difeurſe concerning © 


of all theſe git to Charity, be recapitd; 


all MysSTER12s, 


FAITH / that 11. 
Save no Charity, Ian nothing (83). 

In explaining the nature of theſe gifts, 
the two paſſages will afford light to one 
another. 


[ Tha-fall he adandles, ee ola 


W15DOM (9). By which, I think, we muſt 
veligian (1). The ancients uſed the term in 


his very ſenſe: and we can hardly give it 
any other, in the place before us, where 


we ſee it diſtinguiſhed from the wond os 


' ENOWLEDGE (2), which follows, and evi- 


dently means ell the great principles of the 
revealed; the term ty3704; being as pecub- 
FAG 


(9) c. zi. 2. 690 Alper ceplac- 8 
4.1) In this ſenſe St. Paul uſes the word, Col. . 


$ Vv.onfls maeraniir rie re R. 93 
(=) Alxos nete. | 


of them in che 
Glowing manner :---the' 1 have the gift of 
| PROPHECY, and | 
and all XNOWLEDGE'; ad the I have all 
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all 'MYSTERY and” all Höddlege: 
ach. { that” part” ae d . L 
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N (37 45 is the ee n 
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next chapter with one öf it's 
for 


of of "thibfe® jewilk” Prophe les that 
u the ad D Ind Word: 
ou? Apottie'pe * Sabthet Place, br 


Chrik, © whb' "perfected \-Revelate)k built, 
from its ings rudiments,” © 
on natural Noli ion, uſes the two terms in 
.. 
(ays he] arg hi all the mch ſures AFG 
aud reer sl (4) wy Lt HY eMSH9QH ow? 
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| G Sti baden uin [this Koe Oat, wi. 5. 
Ei d xa} Nerve *w Ni, NN & „ Naxzkr. 
And St. Peter 1 Ep. Al. 7. Ol Apes duda, over . 
xte ale E NEIN From this b bees 
Herts, whoifSirmucliateformed che mplicitg ant, 
purity of the Ihtiſdan Falch dy yifionliey-pratences:. 
to a! ſoperzor fe ef otevelition, tool cheir 
name zw ieee A- πνοννi wars o 221utert3 oft 
©) / & ato} ending" of Dvd ux 56 TOI 8 
Tis LNA TEE arirevPots Coloff. i ii. 4 He — ad 


the word dinge, as having the forggai 
verſe called this wiſdom und 15 ale 55 0 540 parts 
72 


+ 
II. 
11 0 
} . 
# | 
ih 
T i4 
LIN 
174 
I F 8 


* 24+ 4 


IT ETA. 


” SR 


rr , 
— 8 
8 2 I * , yew a n 4 4 = 
* — $8. A, - * h 
- — — — — or r 1 

9329 — — — — — " _ . 

= N 
2 "4 5 a 2 ITY . N 


— == = 


— 
2 _ PR 


26 A Diſcourſe, concerning 
The next gift the Apaſtle recapitulates, 
is Faira...,, In the lowing: Chapter. 
where theſe graces, are again. mentioned, 
he explains its nature to us, in calling it 
a faith which: could remove mountains, or 
ſuch a one as was attended, with the power 
of. controlling nature; alluding to, that 
want of faith, with which Jeſus upbraids 
his Diſciples, where he lays, —had ye faith . 
as a grain of muſtard./eed; ye ſhould ſay unto 
this mountain, Remove hence into gonder place, 
and it Sal remove 0 bra 


The two other gifts which, follow, « of... 


© © 2 þ 


HEALING, and WORKING MIRACLES, , are 


two ſpecieſes of this genus. By healing is 
meant that ſalutary aſſiſtance adminiſtered 
to ue d 307 a ſolemn office of the 


0 1 F 


77-048, That the word oopla is uſed in the b 
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ſubjoining a warning againſt-vain.:philoſo 
xile ui r prac e & eulhalonyar! — 5 
lag, Sc. As much 28 to ſay, I preſent you with 
the treaſures of true wiſdom ui Move Ti ο 7 
S . mn . 


falſe. R TS * 8 Ti: 
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A Chih; 25 it Sibel and deſcthe# by 


St. James 6660 ? ant by working miracles, a 
more privlte and 'extemporaneous exerciſe 


of the fam power, — — 
objects (7). 


* Roger, Auch e ches next, platnly 


hos. ſignifies, foretelling the future fortunes of 
the Church, to the comfort and edification 
(as St. Paul expreſſes it) of the Aſſembly. 


He that PROPHESIETH /peaketh unto men to 


 edification and exhortation and comfort (8). 
And theſe effects, generally attending the 


(6 bh 1 ond be him cal for the 


_ Elders. of the Church ; and let bim pray over him, 
anointing bim with oi! in tbe name of the Lord; 


and tbe prayer of Faith [i. e. the faith mentioned 


| juſt before] aa Jour" e fes, and the Lard mal 


raiſe bim up. Gen. Ep. vet. 14. 
(7) The xagopale lade properly expreſſes 


9 gifts belonging: to the Church as ſuch, and cytę- 
1/3 Tnageray implies virtue 2 in the in- 
© gividual or particular * agent. Beſides we may 


obſerve, Xafle ala ins roy was a leſs degree of 


_ - miraculous” power than the ctpyn'jedla du,, 
and js erpreſiy intimated ſo to be v. 28. via 


duda tig, Ara Xapiopals 8 -- 3 
(3) 1 Cor, xiv, 3. 
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28 A Diſcourſe concerning 
245 of prophecy, in a little time aflumed ifs 
name (9). But the proper ſenſeofprophecy, 

and e (as we ay}. idee be 
underſtood in this place, is the for 
things to come; which Jeſi 


us himſelf de- 
clares to be one eſſential part of the office 
of the Holy Spirit. e, uber, the 
29% 


+» Spirit of trutb is, come, ho ill gyide 
into all truth---and. eke kr IN e 
d cm (1). 

e 


p dings, as well as in the Apoftle's enume- 
ration of them, is the DisczRNING OR 


Spisirs. The reputation attendin "a 
exerciſe of theſe extraordinary endo 

would be a ſtrong temptation N 
to mimic their powers ; as we ſee. it was 
by the cafe of Simon the Magician. It 
graciouſſy pleaſed the Holy Spirit, there- 
fore, to beſtow, amidſt theſe gifts, one, 


2 1 e it was to bring al hag 


65 40 Ko ik. 21 Orad 8 24. 
(1 yur Ki. 23. . r * 0 7 
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the Hol v SPIRIT. 
*o the teſt (2), by the virtue which the 
poſſeſſor of it had, of diſtinguiſhing between 


true and falſe inſpiration, where accidental 
-ambiguity or deſigned impoſture had made 
| the matter doubtfull or ſuſpected. 


Theſe gifts, St. Paul tells us, were ſe- 
verally diſtributed amongſt the Faithfull. 


But the Apoſtles themſelves, as Scripture 


leads-us to conclude, had them all-in con- 
junction; exerciſed them in fuller mea- 
ſure; ſupported them by additional revela- 
tions (3); and (as hath been proved of one 
of them at leaſt) an them n. 


| laſting title., 


(2) Jaxpir erg Hu- didugieig is uſed in 
other places in this ſigniſication n aig Haxpirog 
da o,ẽuαεf.ν, Rom. xiv. 1. pg Hdxpiorn N 
77% Nang, Heb, v. 14. Adv, of ſpirits or 
divine afflations, And ſo the Author uſes it; a 
little after, erveupuale oH d C XIV. 32. 

(3) Now, Brethren, if I come unto you ſpeaking 
with tongues, wobat ball J profit you, except 1 
fall ſpeak unto you either by RXV AIA TIN, or by 
knowlege, or by propheſying, or by doctrine, 1 Cor, 


xiv, 6. And this additional gift of Revelatign, 


which conveyed. the further knowlege of God's 
1 If But, 


30 A Diſcourſe conteruiug 

But, for a fuller account of their nature 
and cheir uſe, ve muſt have- recourſe to 
| Senirrunt itſelf, which contains the hi- 
ſtory of their various fruits. And as the 
richeſt of theſe fruits is the INSPIRATION 
| or SCRIPTURE itfelf, 1 ſhall ſelect this 


for the ſubject of what 1 have further to 


ay of the primitive operations of the Holy 
Spirit; eſpecially as this hath, in theſe 
our /atter times, been called in queſtion. . 
We may obſerve that the Miniſtry of 
the firſt preachers of the Goſpel conſrfted 
in theſe two parts; (1.) The tem 
and occaſional inſtructions of thoſe Chriſti- 
ans whom they had brought to the know- | 
lege of, and faith in, Jeſus, the, Meſſiah 
4203. and the care, of compoſing ; a WRIT- 
.. TEN RULE for the direction of the. Church 
; throughout all ages. . Now. it, being con- 
ceded, becauſe, by. the hiſtory of the ads 
5 the Apoſtles, it may be proved, that 
ey were divinely TN in the dif- 
charge of the temporary part; it muſt be 


will in the Goſpel, ſeems properly to have bees 


| appropriated jo the Apoſtles, with deſign to dignify 
Weir office. b 
very. 


tie Hoiv Svrnat. 31 
very ſtrong evidence indeed which can in- 
duce an unprejudiced man to ſoſpett,. that 
they were left to themſelves in the execu- 
tion of the other. Their preaching could 
only profit their Contemporaries: For 
inſtructions conveyed to future ages by 
tradition are ſoon loſt and forgotten; or, 
What is worſe, polluted and corrupted 
with fables. It is e reafolchle therefore'to 
think, that the Church was provided with | 


_ 
2 


Au WRITTEN RULE,” The good providence | | 
ſted of God hath indeed made this proviſion. | 
rary And the Scriptures of the New Teſtament | 
ſtt- | have been received by all the Faithfull, as x 
ow. divine oracles, as the inſpired dictates of " 
fiah the Holy. Spirit, till Superſti tion extending | 


— 
2 
7 


the notion of inſpiration to an extravagant 
height, over-cautious believers joined with 
| libertines, (who. had taken, advantage, ” [| 
that folly). to deny or bring in queſtion | 
any inſpiration at all. For extrenies beget [ | 
each other; and when they have begotten, * 
_.are ſuffered, in order to preſerve the bal- 45 
_ ance of the . Hiltem, as frequently to 
ſupport as to deſtroy one another ; that, 
_Fhile they ſubſiſt, each may defeat the 
miſchief 


FE 
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32 Diſcourſe concerning 
miſchiefs which the other threatens ; and 
when they fall, both of them may fall to- 
gether. fo 
I hall hate wad 
the extravagance of either folly ;, and then 
_endeayour to ſettle the TRUE. NOTION: or 
 ScaierurE 1NSPIRATION. 


I. 1. We have ſeen how largely gifted 


the Apoſtles were for. the buſineſs. of their 


Miniſtry. They worked Miracles, they 
ſpoke with Tongues, they explained My- 


ſeries, they interpreted Propheſies, they 
diſcerned the true from the: falſe pretences 


to the Spirit: and all this for the tempo- 


rary and. occaſional. diſcharge of their 


| Miſſion, Is it poſſible, then, to ſuppoſe 


them to be deſerted by this Inlightener: 
' when they fat down to the other part of 


work ; to frame a rule for the laſting ſer- 


vice of the Church? Can we believe that 


that Spirit, which ſo bountifully aſſiſted 
them in their Aſſemblies, withdrew, him- 


ſelf from them, when they retired to their 


private Oratories: or that when their 
ſpeech was arith all poauer, their writings 
. ſhould convey no more than the fallible 

ccd; 


* 4 >» 
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| aiftates of hümanity 2: To ſuppoſe, 2 
gifts of the Spirit to be ſo capriciouſly: be- 
ſtowed, would look more like a mockery 
chan an endowment. And ta believe all 
this would be a harder taſk than what, the 
Deiſt tells us, our credulity impoſes on us. 
No candid man therefore will be backward 
0 eonglude, chat what the. Apoſtles, had 
1 emporary ; uſe. of, their, Miniſtry, 
they had, at -leaſt in ag large a meaſure, 
for the perpetual ſervice of the Church. 
2. St. Paul, where he recommends the 
| Ludy.of..the Scriptures af the Old Leda. 
ment to Timothy, expreſly declares them 


to be inſpired, in that general propoſition, 


All Scripture is give by inſpiration of 
God (4). Now if in the' Moſaic Diſpenſa- 


tion, the written Rule was given by in/di- 

| ration e, God, where the Church was con- 
ducted in every ſtep, at firſt. by Oracular 
reſponſes, and | afterwards by along ſeries 

. and. ſuccefſion. of Prophets; and allthis 
under an extraordinary adminiſtration of 
Providence, ſuch, as might well n to 


.W 2 Tim. ü. 16. | 
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4 A Diſcourſe concerning 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of a ſcriptural in. 
patzen; how confidently may we con- 
Claude, that the ſame divine goodneſs would 

© give the 1uAILRt E cibz of an in 

ſpired Seripture to the Chriſtian Chutch 
— — the miraculous influence of the Hoh 
15 pirit is ſuppoſed to have ceaſed with tte 

5 [apts ages, and where the adm 
\ "tion of Providence is ary ? Nor 
aid it be ſaid; that What St. Paul pre. 
cates of Scripture muſt be confined to the 
Law, (whoſe very name indeed implis 
Inſpiration) and what is prefatory to it; 
beet e bee terms, all Scriptur, 
extends to the whole Canom of the Ol 
"> Teſtament, as then received by the'tw 
Churches. And this general. exprefſio 
- was the more expedient, ' as the Hint 
- writings did not either by their nature, 
Uke the propbetic, or by their name, 'like 
| the IAgal, neceſſarily imply: their "coming 
immediately from God. The Canonical 
books of che OLD Teſtament, therefore, 
being inſpired, reaſon directs us to exped 
the ſame quality in the New. And, as n 
the Old, amongſt | ſeveral occafional wri 
tings, | 


the Hanes. 352 


* Oracular prediQtions of the future —. 
bund, of the Church, to the rixsꝗ coming of he. > 


Meſſiah; ſo, in the Nez, there is, beſides 
the occaſional Epiſtles, the authentic Re- 
cord or great Charter of the Gofpel-Coves- .. 
nant; and in denne eee 
the ſame divine predictions continued to 
the au ν ¹ of the Saviour of de 
World. 132 | i 4 itt fit * | 
3. The reaſon. of .the thing. lkeniſe 

| ſupports us in concluding for this 3 "IM 
tion, An univerſal rule of buman conduct. | 
implies, as unlimited an obedience: the | 
nature of ſuch a rule requiring it to be re- 
ceived entire; and to be obſerved in every 
article. But when once it is ſuppoſed. to 
come to us, tho ftom Heaven wet, chro“ 
the canal of an uninſpired inſtrument, lia- 
ble to error both in the receiving and in 
the diſpenſing of it, men would be pee. 
tually tempted to on juſt as much as, and 
no more: than, they liked to believe, or 


* to proſe; and ta 7468 thy. 
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85 4 obere 
eſt a à mee Human impofitien, Nay the” 
very reaſbrs Which — Writers; . 
F pifation” ziue ds why" it is hot afforded,” 
deem de leu che neteffity Why" it Tabla: 
ſuch is The imperfect "kn - e that the 
genius Chriſtianity; 
2 With one 
eir Miſtalkes in matters f Gfy'® 
ee Ster 
5 forthe" 


fective in hiſtoric and Ae, a knon tap 
Fechrity Gull we have'for their not 
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ſelves in this imp 
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chat i beratiſe a thing 
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ow lor ik. Thus the Papal” 
Doctors, in their afpy for the Hund. 
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of an infallible Guide, having endeavoured 


to ſhew that the firſt is neceſſary for thoſe 
without, and the ſecond, for thoſe 
avithin, would draw us to conclude with 
them, that the true Church hath, in fact, 
the exerciſe and uſe of MIrAacLes and in- 
FALLIBILITY, 


But the caſes are widely different. It is 
by no means agreed, that the Church, af- 


ter the Apoſtolic ages, was in the poſſeſſion 


of ſo large a portion of the holy Spirit as to 


enable either this pretended Heap, or the 


MEMBERS, to exert the powers in queſtion: 
whereas it is confeſſed by all, that at the 


time theſe Scriptures were written, the 
Compoſers of them were divinely/ inſpired 
for the occaſional work of the Miniftry : 
And the only queſtion indifpute is, Whee 
ther that Spirit which aided them in defend. 
ing the Goſpel before the tribunals of 


Kings and Magiſtrates (7)—an working mis 


(7) And when they bring you unto the ; 
aud aac the Magiſtrates and Powerr, take ye as 
rhought how or wat thing ye ſhell anſwer, or ob 


ye ſhall ſay.: for the Holy Ghoſt ſpall teach you is 


ene hour what ye n ni,. Luke xi. : 


2 Ia. | 
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38 A Diſcourſe concerning 
:racles before the multitude of Unbelievers 
— and in prophecying and explaining Myſ- 
4eries to the aſſemblies of the Faithful, 
whether this Spirit, I ſay, did accompany, 
| -or deſert them, when they retired within 
"themſelves, to compoſe a RULs OF FAITH 
for the perpetual ſervice of the Church ? 
4. But laſtly, we have the clear teſtimo- 
ny of Scripture for this inſpiration. And 
ho) the bearing witneſs to it ſelf (5) might 
be reaſonably objected in an argument ad- 
dreſſed to Unbelievers, yet being here in- 
forced againſt ſuch of the Faithfull who 
doubt or heſitate concerning the inſpiratian 
ch che New Teſtament, it path. all Ms ** 
pyety.we can deſire. 
A therefore to ny; As St, Paul, 
_in the general propoſition quoted above, 
which affirms that all Scripture is given by 
- inſdiration of God, (G) neceſſarily includes 
the Scriptures in queſtion; what it predi- 
cates of all Scripture taking in the zew as 
well as old; as well that which was to be 


(5) If 1 bear witneſs of my If, ” wich i 
net true. John v. 31. | 
46) Tlaoa ypaps Stεẽ e- &c. ö . 


. 
2 
0 
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the Holy SPIA ILT. +39 
> % Te f en as:th twhich 1 2 al | id coll 8 1 
into a Canon. For the term, Scriptare, as 
the context leads us to underſtandrit; is ge. 
neral, and means, a religious Rule, infal- 
1ihle in its direction, für de conduct of hu- 
man life in belief and practice: it being 
under this idea that he, recommends the 
Seriptures to Timothy. The afſertion there- 
fore is univerſal, and amounts to this, 
That divine Inpirarion i is an effential qua- 
<lity of every Scripture, which conſtitutes 
de the Law or ROLE of « Religion coming KLE 
* from God. 


On the whole then, we. cendude, that 
all the Seviptures of the'New Teftament were | 
given by inſpiration of God. And thus the 
prophetic promiſe of our bleſſed Maſter, 
that the Comforter foould abide auith us for 
nder, Was eminently: fulfilled; , For tho“, 
according to the promiſe, his ordinary in- | 
Alaence occafionally afliſts the Faithful of 
all ages, yet his conſtant abode and ſu- 


preme illumigation is in the aa Sep: 
| «Foxes of the New Teſlament (8). 


| | (8) The late Mr. William Lay, 8 a 
_ good underſtandiog by the fame: of the * en- 
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It remains only to be conſidered, In 


what ſenſe we are to undexitand. nd 


3 05 aN 


haliaſm, and depriveds Gund . an for 


ther, by the prejudices he took up againſt all So- 
'briety in Religion, feized the above paragraph, az 29 


he found it detached from the diſcourſe in a quota. - 


tion made of it, by an ingenigus writer; and 
thus deſcants upon it: “ Dr. Warburton's 


„ doctrine is this, that the inſpired books of 


« the New Teſtament is the Comforter or 
« ſpirit of truth and illuminator, which is meant 
40 by Chriſt's being always with the Church. Let 
re us therefore put the Doctor's doctrine into the 


- 4 letter of the text, which will beſt ſhew how true 
« or falſe it is, Chriſt ſaith, F any man læue me, my 
Father auill love bim, and ce will come unto him, 


« and make our abode with bim. That is, accord- 
« ing to the Doctor's theology, certain books of 


2 Seripture will come to him, and make their 


«© abode with bim; for he expreſly confineth the 


= conflant abode and ſupr eme illumination of God to 
_ *< the holy Scriptures. Therefore (horrible to ſay) 


«© God's inward preſence, his orzzATING powER 
„ or LIFE. and light in our ſouls, his dwelling in 
* us, and we in him, is ſomething of a lower na- 
ec ture, that only may occaſionally happen, and has 
*« leſsof God in it than the dead letter of Scripture, 
c which alone is the conflant abode and Jupreme illus 


tf mination, Miſerable Fuite of a paradoxical ge- 


S * 
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A ſpurious opinion, begotten in the 


jewiſh Church by Superſtition, and nurſed 
up by miſtaken piety in the Chriſtian, hath 


almoſt paſſed into an article of Faith, 


That the language of Scripture was dic-- 
i nius !” A bumble, earneſt, and affefionate ad-. 


dreſs to the Clergy, p. 69 70. 2 
This poor man, whether miſled by his fanaticiſm 
or his ſpleen, has here fallen into a trap which his 


folly laid for his malice. In the diſcourſe, from 


whence the paragraph ſo ſeverely handled is taken, 
I treated diſtinctly of theſe two branches of the holy- 
Spirit; 1. As he illuminates «the Underſtanding uns 
der the title of the Spirit of trutb. 2. As he 
refifies the Will under the title of the Comforter ; 
by the firſt of which, he efabliſhes cur: faith z and 
by the ſecond, he per fects our obedience. | 
Now it is under the firſt branch in which this obs - 
noxious paragraph is found. So that commonſenſe and * 
common honeſty require, that when I ſay, the con/tane - 
abode and fupreme illumination of the boly Spirit is in - 
the Sacred Scriptures of the New Teftament, I ſhould * 
be underftood to mean, that he is there only as the 
illuminator of ' the underſtanding, the eftabliſher f 
our faith, But Mr. Law applies my. words to the 
other branch of his office, as the re&ifier of the - 
Vill, the perfecter of obedience; and ſo makes my 
obſervation nonſenſe in order to arraign it of. im- 


pety.. - | 
E 3. tated? 
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tated by the holy Spirit i in ſuch a manner 
that the Writers were but the paſſive organs 
thro* which every word and letter were con- 
veyed,” And as Superſtition ſeldom 
knows where to ſtop, the Mahometans im- 

iptures as ſent them down from Heaven 
ready written. Having got into fo fair a 
train the next theological queſtion in honour 
of the Alcoran was, whether it was created 
er ancrentad; and the orthodox determina- 
won, we may be ſure, was in favour of the 
latter (9). 


tg) A rabbinical hyperbole, concerning the umve» 
riable reading of the copies of the Law, ſeems to 
have given the Mahometan Doctors a hint of this 
conceit concerning the phyſical nature of the. Alco- 
ran, Orobio ſpeaking the language of the Rabbins 
. fays, Liber Moſis eſt ita perfectus et purus, atque 
ab erroribus alienus, ab ejus conditore per tot ſecula 
variis in nationibus ſervatus, ut cetera naturalia que 
Deus non corruptioni expoſita creawvit ; ut Cœli, Sol 
et Aſtra, quæ a ſua formatione non majore Provi- 
dentia incorrupta, ſervantur et ſubſiſtunt, quam divi- 
ni legis libri, qui nunquam aliquam mutationem ex» 
verti fuerunt. Apud Limb, p. 147% | 
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Bat there are mut objections to de 
high idea of Seriprure inſpiration, whiew 


piety hath adopted. 
1. It would be putting che holy Spirit 


on an unneceſſary employment; for muck 


of theſe ſacred Volumes being hiſtorical; 
and concerning facts and Aiſcourſes which 


had fallen under the obſervation' of the. 
Writers, they did not'need his immediate 
— ho} 6 


them. 


— 
been the moſt perfect agreement amon ſt 


the ſeveral writers of the Goſpel, in-every 
"circumſtance of the ſmalleſt fact. But we 


ſee there is not this perfect agreement. In 


ther faith nor manners; neither the truth 


nor certainty of the hiſtory in general, the 
ſeveral Writers vary from one another. 


A variation, which, the“ it diſcredits the 
notion of art organie je inſpira tion, 

(which is of much more importance) ſups 
ports the fidelity of the Hiſtorians; a 


it ſhews that they did not write in concert. 


as from one another; but that each. 
defcribed, 
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deſcribed the proper impreſſions which the 
ſame facts had made upon himſelf. 

. Were this the true why 6 of Scripture- 
inſpiration, that the ſeveral Writers wete 
but the mere organs of the ſpifit, the turn 
of expreſſion had been one and the ſame 
thro out all the ſacred books written in the 


ſame language: whereas. we find it to be 


different and various; always corre- 
ſponding. to the conditions, tempers, and 
capacities of the Writers. - 
3 Laſtly, the very words of Scripture 
muſt, in this caſe, have been preſerved, 


chro' out all ages, perfectly pure and free 


from the corruptions and miſtakes of tran- 
ſcribers. For if it were expedient, uſefull 
and ſorting with the views of divine wif: 
dom that every word and letter ſhould be 
inſpired, it was equally expedient that 
every word and letter ſhould be preſerved 
uncorrupt ; otherwiſe. the holy Spirit would 
appear to have laboured in vain. Now ge- 
neral experience aſſures us that this 1s not 
the caſe : frequent tranſcribing hath occa- 
ſioned numerous variations in words and 
phraſes thro'out all the Scriptures of the 


New Teſtament. But tho? this oppoſes the 
notion 


: 
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notion of organic inſpiration. yet the 


harmleſs nature of the variations, which 


never diſturb the ſenſe, nor obſcure a ſingle 
propoſition of faith, or precept of good 
manners, affords us a noble inſtance of the 
gracious providence of God, in bringing 
down to us thoſe Scriptures, deſtined for 
an infallible rule, incorrupt and entire, in 
all efſential and even material points; the- 
after eſcaping the impure hands of ſo many 
factious Schiſmatics, outrageous Bigots, and 
defigning Seducers, they had a long jour- 
ney ſtill to run, thro* the dark cloiſ- 
ters of dreaming Superſtition, and of f g- 
norance but half awake. . 
From all this we conclude, that the na- 


tion of or 
falſe : and yet we have proved it to be au 
pndoabted truth, that the Seriptures of the 
New Teſtament were given by the inſpiration 
of God. 

Let ns confider then, in wltat ſenſt 
this inſpiration is to be underſtood. From 
the premifes we can deduce no other 
than this, That the Holy Spirit ſo di- 
rected the pens of theſe Writers that no 
conſiderable error ſhould fall from _ 
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--- by enlightening them with his imme. 
diate influence in all ſuch matters as were 
neceſlary for the inſtruction of the Church, 
and which, either thro' ignorance or preju- 
dice, they would otherwiſe have repreſent- | 


ed imperfectly, partially, or falſely; and by 
preſerving them, in the more ordinary ways - 


of providence, from any miſtakes of con- 
ſequence, concerning thoſe chings whereof 
they had acquired a competent knowlege 


by the ordinary way of information. In. 


2 word, by 3 over them inceſſant- 
ly ; but with ſo ſuſpended a hand, as per. 
mitted the uſe, and left them to the gui- 


dance of their own faculties, while they, 


kept clear of error; and then only inter- 
poſing when, without this divine aſſiſtance, 
they would have been in danger of fall- 


i 


This ſeems to be the true idea of the in, 


ſpiration in queſtion, This only doth: 
agree with all appearances ; and will fully 


anſwer the purpoſe of an inſpired writing, 


which purpoſe is to afford an 1NFALLIBLE 


RULE for the direction of the Cabal. 


| Church. 


—— 


ut 
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But it is not only the nature and genius, 
the ſtate and condition of Holy Scripture, 
which ſupport this idea of inſpiration : 
The expreſs words of its compoſers lead to 
the ſame concluſion. St. Peter, ſpeaking 
of the Epiſtles of his fellow-labourer St. 
Paul, uſes this temperate expreſſion con- 
cerning their inſpiration ; he hath. written 
to you, ſays he, atcording to the aui dun 
given unto him (t) : now, as on the one 
hand, by the character of this vi/dom, 
which is ſaid to be OVER, we muſt con- 
clude it to be that avi/dom coming immediately 
from above ; ſo, from this account of the 
Apoſſle's free uſe of it, (the ſpirit of prophe- 
<y being ſalject to the Prophet, ) we muſt con- 
clude on the other, that there was no orga- 
| nic inſpirgtion, ruling. irreſiſtibly, further 
than in ſecuring the writer from error and 
miſtake. 
But it may be aid, that, on this mode- 
rated idea of inſpiration, we ſhall never be 
able to diſtinguiſh what parts were written . 
under the immediate influence of che Spirit, 
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' vanity of all ſuch idle contrivances to kt 
men looſe from any part of their faith or 
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and what were the product of human know. 
lege only. What if we ſhall not? Where is - 
the miſchief or inconvenience of it? while all 
we want to know is, that every ſentence of 
Scripture,whichbut remotely concerns either 
faith or practice, is infalfibly true. It is of 
little conſequence to us to be inſtructed how 


or in what manner that truch came to be 
ſecured: whether by direct infpiration ; or 


by that virtual ſuperintendence of the Spi- 
'rit, which preſerved the writers of it from 
error. Scripture is the rule of Chriſtian 
conduct; and if this rule be known to be 
unerring, chat is all Which is wing is 


_ effeQuate it's end. 


And yet I am perſuaded, that licentious 


men have been the forwarder to contend 
for this moderated inſpiration, under the 
Idea of a partial one, on the pleaſing fancy 
chat it would ſupport them in believing no 
more than ſuited with their. principles or - 
_ their practice. But, what hath been ob- 


ſerved on this head ſufficiently expoſes the 


duty. For be it —_— that this @r 


4 
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chat particular doctrine or precept was not 
delivered under the immediate influence of 
the holy Spirit, but was conveyed to poſ- 
terity, in the common way of hiſtory, as 
the writer received -it from his maſter, yet 
this takes nothing at all from that certainty 
of truth which attends directer inſpi ſpiration ; 
ſince the rational idea of a partial influence 
implies, that the Spirit ſo watched over. the 
authors of the New Teſtament, and ſo. 
guided their pens as to admit no mixture 


of error, even in thoſe parts where they 


diſcharged no more than the ordinary func- 
tion of common Hiſtorians. _. 

In a word, it imports us little to be ſo- | 
licitous about the Scriptural -pzLivzry of x 
Goſpel 1 truths; whether they be conveyed to 
us by means merely human, or by the more 
powerful workings of the holy Spirit, ſo 


long as we are aſſured that divine Provi- b i N 


dence guarded that delivery from all ap- 


proach of error. But then let us obſerve 


that this is a very different thing from the 
ORIGINE of the truths themſelyes: for on 
this latter, the reality of ourReligion,indeed, 
depends; the very a of it conſiſting 

| in 
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in this, that the doctrines which it teach- 
eth be not only truths si, but truths 
REVEALED from Heaven, And indeed, 
even with regard to the delivery, when the 
Writers propoſe any thing of faith or prac- 
tice, explanatory of what their maſler ' 
taught, and not explicitly contained in 
his words, we muſt needs conclude, 
that ſo far forth they were under the im- 
mediate direction of the holy Spirit, who 
was to teach them all things: and this in- 
fluence, the Apott calls, akin by reve | 
lation (10). | 

Thus we fee the advantages reſulting 
fromaPARTIAL INSPIRATION as here con- 
tended for and explained. It anſwers all the 
ends of a Scripture univerſally and organi- | 
cally inſpired, by producing an unes- 
RING RULE of faith and manners; and 


| beſides, obwiates all thoſe objections to ia- 
Ndiration whach ariſe from the too high no- 


tion of it; Such as trifling errors in circum- 
ſtances of ſmall imponance forthe la 
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error is inconſiſtent with organical inſpira- 
tion, but may well ſtand with a virtual and 
cooperating influence; Such again, as the 
various readings in the ſeveral tranſcripts, 
and the various ſtyles amongſt the ſe- 
veral Authors of Scripture; inconſiſten- 
cies which would never have been per- 
mitted, and contrarieties which could ne- 
ver have happened, under univerſal in- 
ſpiration; but which are the natural and 
harmleſs conſequences of the PAR TIAL. 

In a word, by admitting no more than 
this lower kind of inſpiration, ſo warmly 
contended for, (and in terms as vague and 
indeterminate as the Scepticiſm of the 
uſers) by men who were in hopes that the 
admiſſion of it would end in no inſpiration 
at all, we ſecure and eſtabliſh the infallible 
word of Scripture; and free it from all 
thoſe embarraſſing circumſtances which 
| have been fo artfully, and diſingenuouſly 
thrown out to it's diſcredit. : 

But there is no idea of an inſpired Scrip- 
ture which libertine men have not pervert- 
ed to ſerve their oblique purpoſes. Thus, 
when * of a partial inſpiration has failed 

71 F 2 in 
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in this ſervice, they have tried what mil-. 
chief that other of an organic inſpiration 
was likely to produce. In order to this 
they have laid'it down as a propoſition not 
likely to be conteſted, © that, on this idea, 
the work inſpired could be no other than a 
perfect module of eloquence, pure, char, 
noble and affetting beyond the forte of commons 
- ſpeech.” To this, it was enough to ſhew, 
that their Principle was falſe ; that, in 
the compoſition of ſacred Scripture, there 
was 70 organic inſpiration: and this, I pre- 
fume, I have ſufficiently done. 
But, luckily for their purpoſe, there is. 
another circumſtance in the diſpenſation of 
Grace, which reſtores their objection, con- 
eerning a perfect module of eloquence to it's 
native force. This circumſtance there- 


fore is to be conſidered; the uſe made of 
it fairly deFivered; and the proper reaſoning 


applied to enervate it's new recovered force. 


The circumſtance is this: Several books 


of the New Teſtament are written by per- 
ſons wWho acquired the knowlege of the 
Greek tongue by miraculous infufion, 
as at the day of Pentecoſt. Now the 
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holy Ghoſt, ſay they, could not but in- 
ſpire the pureſt Greek, and the moſt per- 
fect eloquence in the aſe of it ; whatever 
they wrote therefore in any future time, in 
this language, muſt needs bear theſe marks 
of its celeſtial birth, whether they were 
aſſiſted in the compoſition by the holy Spi- 
rit ; or whether they wrote upon the fund 
of their former acquired knowlege. But 
the language of all the books of the New 
Teſtament is uttterly rude and barbarous, 
and ſavours nothing of ſo high” an ori- 
ginal. 
Ihe learned Perſon, (whoſe arguments 
, againſt the duration of the inſpired know- 
lege of language, on the day of Pentecoſt, | 
have been conſidered above) lends the Li- 
; bertine theſe arms, in his concluding ar- 
gument, in ſupport of that notion; which 
argument I have reſerved to be confidered 
in this place. 
« If we allow, (ſays he) the gift to be 
e laſting, we muſt conclude. that ſome at 
« leaſt of the books of Scripture were in 
* this inſpired Greek. But (fays he) we 
1 * hould . expect to * an in- 
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. ſpired language to be ſuch as is worthy 
« of. God; that is, pure, clear, noble 


« and affecting, even beyond the force ob 


common ſpeech ; fince nothing can 


« come from God but what is perfect in 
« its kind. In ſhort, the purity of Plato, 
and the eloquence of Cicero. Now ]]ↄꝰ%h 


(continues he) if we try the apoſtolic 
language by this rule, we ſhall be far 
« from aſcribing it to God that we ſhall 
_« ſcarce think it worthy of Man, that is, of 
« the liberal and. polite; it being utterly 


rude and barbarous, and abounding with. 
every fault that can poſſibly deform a a 


language. And tho" ſome writers, 
" prompted by a falſe zeal, have attempt- 
* ed to defend the purity of the Scripture- 
*« Greek, their labour has been idly em- 

ee 

Theſe triumphant obſervacibue. are 
founded on two propoſitions, both of 
which he takes for granted, and yet nei 
cher of them are tue. 5 | 


(2) Dr. Miedleton's 2% ay on the gift of login. 
* Vol. II. pe . N 


1 1. The 


the Holy Srigir. P 
The one, That an inſpired language 
muſt needs be a language of Perſec elo | 
quence. 

2. The acher That eloquence i is ſome- 
thing congenial and eflential to human 
N I ſhall ſhew the falſehood of both. 

With regard to the firſt propoſition, 1 
will be bold to affirm, that were the 
STYLE of the New Teftament exactly 
ſuch as his very exaggerated account of it 
would perſuade us to believe, namely, 
that it is utterly rude and barbarous, and 
abounding with every fault that can poſſibly 
deform a language, this is fo far from prov. 
ing ſuch language not divinely inſpired, 
that it is ons ein mu of this. a 


I vin not pretend to point out which 
books of the- New Teſtament were or were 
not compoſed: by thoſe who had the Greek 
tongue thus miraculouſly infuſed into 
them; but this I will venture to fay, that 
the ſtyle of a writer ſo inſpired, who had 
not (as theſe writers had not) afterwards 
cultivated his knowlege of the language on 
the 2 of Grecian eloquence, 
would 


i 
4 - 
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would be preciſely ſuch as we find it in 


the books of the New Teſtament. 


For, if this only be allowed, which ne 
one, I think, will conteſt, that a ſtrange 


language acquired by illiterate men, in 
the ordinary way, would be full of the 


-idioms of their native tongue, juſt as the 
Seripture-Greek is obſerved to be full of 

Syriaſms and Hebraiſms ; how can it be 
pretended by thoſe who refle& upon the 


nature of language, that a ftrange tongue 

divinely infuſed into illiterate men, like 
that at the day of Pentecoſt, could have 
any other properties or conditions? 


Let us weigh theſe caſes impartially. 


Every language conſiſts of two diſtin& 
parts; the ſingle terms, and the phraſes 
and idioms. The firft, as far as concerns 
appellatives eſpecially, is' of mere arbi- 
trary - impoſition, tho? on artificial prin- 
ciples common to all men: The ſe⸗ 
cond ariſes inſenſibly, but conſtantly, 
from the manners, cuſtoms, and tempers 
of thoſe to whom the language is verna- 
cular; and ſo becomes, tho* much leſs ar- 
{nina as what 6 


g 


71 
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1 


the HoLy SrIRIT. 57 


| xruity is more concerned in this part than in 
the other, yet various and different as the ſe- 


veral tribes and nations of Mankind. 
The firſt therefore i is unrelated to every: 
thing but to the genius of language in ge- 


neral; ; the ſecond hath an intimate con- 


nexion with the faſhions, notions, and opi- 
nions of that people only, to whom Us 
language is ow} 

Let us conſider then the conſtant way 
which illiterate men take to acquire the 


knowlege of a foreign tongue. Do they 


not make it. their principal, and, at firſt, 

their only ſtudy, to treaſure up, in their 
memory the ſignification of the terms? 
Hence, when they come to talk or write in 
the ſpeech thus acquired, their language i is 


| found to be full of their own native 


idioms. And thus it will continue, till 
by long uſe of the ſtrange tongue, and eſ- 
pecially by long acquaintance with the 
owners of it, they have imbibed the par- 
ticula genius of the language. 
Suppoſe then this foreign tongue, in- 
ſtead of being thus gradually introduced 
into the minds of theſe illiterate men, was 


1 


* 
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inſtantaneouſly infuſed into them; bie 


operation, tho' not the very mode of 


operating, being the ſame, muſt. not 
the effect be the ſame, let the cauſe 


be never ſo different? Without quel. ; 
tion. The divine impreſſion muſt be 
made either by fixing the terms or ſingle 


words only and their fignification in the 
memory; as for inſtance, Greek terms 
correſponding to the Syriac or Hebrew; 
or elſe, together with that ſimple impꝛeſ- 
fion, another muſt be made to inrich the 


mind with all the ideas Which to- 


wards the compoſing the phraſes? and 
idioms; of the language ſo inſpired: But 
this latter impreſſion ſeems to require, 
or rather indeed implies, a previous ne, 
of the tempers, faſhions, and opinions of 
the people to whom the language is na- 
tive, upon the minds of them to whom 
the language is thus imparted ; becauſe the 


phraſe and idiom ariſes from and is depen- 
dent on thoſe manners: and therefore the 
force of exprefſion can be underſtòod only 


in proportion to the knowlege of the man- 
ners: and underſtood they were to be; 


| 


9 
cy E. 
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©. | ie Recipients of their ſpiritual gifts be- 
7: + ing not organical canals, but rational Diſ- 

2 penſers. So that this would be a waſte of 
anc I miracles without a ſufficient cauſe; the Sy- 
„nac or Hebrew idiom, to which the Dif- 
ciples were enabled of themſelves to adapt, 
nee the words of the Greek or any other. lan- 
te guage, abundantly ſerving every uſefull 
purpoſe, all which centered in the giving 
ua CLEAR INTELLIGENCE. We conclude, 
dherefore, that what was thus inſpired was 
the TERMS, and that grammatic congruity- 
in the uſe of them, which is dependent. 
thereon. In à word, to ſuppoſe ſuch: 
kind of inſpired knowledge of frange 
tongues as includes all. the native peculiari-. 
ties, which, if you will, you may call their 
deganciesz (for che more a language is 
coloured by the character and manners of 


me the native uſers, the more clegant it is 
_ eſteemed) to ſuppoſe _ is, as I have 
he W- aid, an ignorant fancy, and N to 
5 reaſon e VEN 

1 A 


Now, from -what hath been 3 
i follows, that if the ſtyle of the New | 
F 6- Teſtament | 


I 


Li 


6: * 


Pentecoft, it muſt be juſt: ſuch, as to in 


that is to ſay, Greek words very” 


fre- - 


IR - 2115 


The des gen the ele! is this;: 
that a nominal or Heal barbarity of Kyle, 
(for that this attribute, when applied to 
 thle, is no more, wilt be clearly evinced! 


that it is one malt of ſuch . 


01 J. r SO eee 
But e writer is e 
- tified that this Barbarity of ſtyle which 

claims the title of inſpired, 1 N mark. 


reader ſhall have it juſt 
it. It is ſomewhat chrichs to obſerve, 
« that there was a controverſy of the ſams 
« kind amongſt the Ancient Heathens con- 


Feſtament were indeed: derived: fond a> 
language divinely infuſed on the® day of . 


fyle, Which, in fact, we find it to be: 
quently grandes in be tar? ET? Hebreye 
diem. J 


under our nex next head) is far from being : 
an objection to its miraculbus Adee = 


of impoſture, that be almoſt, ventures, 
to foretell, it will, prove the deſtruction 
of thoſe. pretenſions, . a it did to the 
Delphic Oraches.* The parallel, he thinks : 
is curious; and fo do I; therefore the. | 
as he deſcants upon 


uc<e.  ««=«« <a x £ 


nge rin br 


6 75. Ofacl. For 'as thole Oracles 
were delivered in verſe, and the verſes 
« generally rude and harſh,” and offending 
frequently both in the exaQneſs of meter 
« and propriety of language, ſo men of 
« ſenſe eaſily faw that hey could not be in- 
4 ſired by the Deity: others, on the con- 
« contrary, blitided by their prej udices, 
* or urged by their” zeal, to ſup- 
E port the credit of the popalar fuperſti- 
« verſes were really. beautifull and noble, 
_ t and worthy of God ; and chat the con- 
* trary opinion flowed fromm a falſe delicacy 
© and ſickly taſte, which refifhed no 
v poetry, but what was ſoft and ſtyecet; 
« and breathing nothing, 'as it were, but 
% ſpices and perfurkes: © The diſpute how- 
ec ever ſcems to hive. been compounded, 
« and a diſtinction found, in which all pat- 
dies acquieſced, by allowing foe ori bf 
e ;nſpiration, and divine Aitherity to the 
* matter of the Oracle, but leaving all the 
* reſt to [the proper talents and faculties of 
* the neee 


© with 


- 
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1 © with the continual labour of verſifying, 
— 1 began to utter her Oracles in proſe, till 
1 the whale impoſture Ln 
an univerſal contempt, and ſo Nag ex. 


5 3 81 r 'B 1 
ut, 2 the el. . 
ſential . . 2 
of theſe Oracles to inſpiration, and the 2 
pretenſions of the Chriſtian Evangeliſts, all 12 
of which the learned Writer has thought 5 
proper to overlook, will eaſe us of our ſears; = 
far any ane of them is ſufficient to ſhew, that ph 
"144 : tho” the objection may hold good againſt bli 
1 theſe heathen Oracles, yet it has not te wi 
[1 leaſt force agaiuſt Scripture inſpiration. _ - | nl 
8 1. Firſt then the Delpbic. Oracles were thi 
1 ſuppoſed to proceed from the fabled God of of 
werſe, who having, according to the popu- | of 


lar opinion, inſpired his Poets as well as 


Prophets, there was, in the writings of the #1 
[moſt authentic of the former, a model of | fit 
divine eloquence, on which the pretenſions ** 
of the latter might be eſtimated. But ho 
feriptare PD. profeſiedly. came from 2 


0% Kley on the gift of bees Vol. It. of 
Fats 8 e 
a Deity 


#- Hor v Sixt. 63 


Deity who has deelared that Bir thoughts 
are not our thoughts, neither are our ways bis 
away „0 
the Farth, 1 
2. The Delphic Oracles were Ae | 
in verſe or meaſure; for the compoſition 
of which there were eſtallliſned rules, 
formed on the writings of che ancient 
Poets: when therefore this ſpecies of elo- 
quence was employed by the Delphic Pro- 
| phetefs, if ſhe conformed not to the eſta- 

bliſhed rules, but offended againſt the meter, 
| which her God originally inſpired, 1 

might be fairly adjudged an impoſtor 
dhe inſpired Penmen diſclaimed all as 
of human eloquence, and he n 9 | 
of man's ui am. 

3. The Delphic Propheteſs was a mere 
organ, her Prophecies being delivered in a 
fit of extacy, when the preſence of the God 
was ſuppoſed to obliterate all the impreſ- 
fions of human ideas, ſo that every iota was 
-40 be placed to the account of the inipuing 
God. But i it was = otherwiſe with ſuch 


(2) Ifajah, tv. 3 9. 
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as were aQuated by the holy Spirit: Theſe, 
| in the very moments of inſpiration, ſtill re. 


tained the free uſe of themſelves, and. con- 


tinued maſters of their rational and perſuaſive 


faculties ; the Spirits of the Prophets (as St. 
Paul informs us, who ſpoke from his own. 
experience) Being. ſulj ect to the Prophets (2)! 
The Pagan Zealots therefore plainly preva · 
ricated, when, to cover the. impaſture of the 
Delpbic Oracle, they compromiſed the mat- 

ter with their adverſaries, by allewing amb 


fort of inſpi ration, and divine authority, but 


leaving all the reſo the proper talents and 
Faculties of the Propheteſs. But the Pe- 


Loo cb 


| fenders. of our. holy 8 deen uy When they 


fence of . 
Scripture, do not prevaricate; they ad- 


vance a reaſonable and conſiſtent hypothe- : 


ſis, which, in an examination of the preſent 
fate of the books of the New Teſtament as 
tranſmitted down to us from the earlieſt 
antiquity, I have n to be n ſup- 
Ported by fac. 

On the whos then; we need not be too. 
much alarmed at the hint which the 


h Cor, xiv, 3s. | 
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leamed writer hath. bere given us of the, . 


fate of the Delphic Oraches, tho? never ſo 
kindly intended ; — The Propheteſs tir ed at 
loft with the continual labour of werfifyings | 
began to utter ber oracles in PROSE, till the 
 echole impoſture fell by degrees into an uni- 
werſal contempt, and /o finally expired ;\ I. 
ſay we need not be much alarmed, becauſe 
our Oracles have nothing in common 
with the Delpbic; and becauſe the diſgrace 
brought upon theſe was derived neither 
from their . verſe nor barbarous proſe, 
but from very different cauſes, which the 
learned perſon either did not know, or at 
leaſt did not care that his Reader ſhould. : -* 
In a word, there is but one ſingle mark of 
reſemblance in all this oſtentatious parallel; 
and that does not lie between the Pagan 
and Chriſtian Oracles, but between their: 
Defenders; who, with equal indiſcretion, 
contended for purity, elegance, and beauty 
of ſtyle, where in one caſe it was not to be- 
found, tho? pretended to; and in, the other, 
neither pretended to, nor found. The de. 
fenders of the. Delhbic Oracles he thus de- 
ſeribes, that, blinded by their Pregudices, or 
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- . urged by thei 8 
Popular fuper flition, they.conflently mai 
that the werſes were really beautiful arid - 
ble, and worthy of Gad'; am that" the-con- 


trary opinion flowed from a falje” dilitacy,. 


and ſickly taſte, which veliſhed'no poetry; but- 
what wwas feft and. ſaveet,,. and breathing no- 
thing but ſpices and perfumes: Phe Defen-. 
ders of Scripture elpquence be had before. 


repreſented in, this: hi lt. — An the" 
Jome Writers, prompted by.a x falſe Teal, lava 


attempted to diſtnd the purity: of Seripture« 
Greet, their labours have been idly eniployed.. 


Nothing, indeed is more certain. Their 


labours have been very idly- employed. 
One common deluſion has miſled the zea · 
lous- defenders of all Religions- on this 
head, not only the Pagan and the Chriſtian, 
but the Mahometan likewiſe. And here let 
me obſerve, what is well worth our notice, 


that that common imbecillity of the human 


mind, (when blundering in the obſeure of ſu- 
perſtition, or in the blind blaze of fanaticiſm) 
which leads the profeſſors of all Religions in · 
to the ſame ſfecifie abſurdities of the mar- 
velous, tho? without imitating one another, 


has EY born more ſucceſsfull in the 
ſupport. 


— 
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Of this I haus occaſionally- given disers: 
— — . Which“ 
Gree 1 be N The — 
Doctors were (with their maſter) under this« 


common delufion,. that an inſpired writings: 


muſt needs be a perfect model of eloquence⸗ 
e My ob che Chris- 
our Zealots bad not: For, fell. Mar 


his — e nd 
defied the Muſters of human | 
to match its. whereas: the Writers- oß holy 
Scripture diſclaim all theſs fantaftcs advan- 
tages. Secondly, when Mahomet retailed his- 
Alcoran, there was no acknowleged mode}: 
of Arabic eloquenee; butavhen the hoo of 
the New. Teſtament were compoſed,” there 
ed, and ſoon noothed! ur way . 
2 — 


fidently objected to their admiration, an 
al pere model of eloquence in the 
Chapters of the Alcoran And they 
believed ſo long till the book became in 
ſact, what at firſt they had only fancied it, as 
real and ſubſtantial a model of eloquence as 
any whatſoever; a paradox, that like many 
others, which ] have had the odd fortune to 
advance, will preſently be ſeen to be only 
another name for Truth. But here in the 
North · weſt, cr enthuſiaſm is neither ſo 
exalted, nor our habits ſo conſtant. We 
have neither the knack of perſyading our- 
ſelves fo readily, nor the humour of ſticking. 
to a faſhion, fo obſtinately, 


However fooliſh then our fal/e. Zealats: 


Rave Jhewn: themſekves in attempting to de- 
fend the: purity of ibe Scripture Greek, it 
little became. the learned writer, of all 
men, to make them the ſubject of his de- 
rifion ; ſince the Jams falſe principle, which 
betrayed them into one extreme, hath 
miſled his learned ſelf into another. The, 
principle, I mean, (and it has miſled many 
beſides) is that which lays it down for truth, 


That + an — ere waned of 


n * 


— 


— 


.in C. g- B. g. N 


"x 4z ,o0 0 Pa 87 


RES, 1 Pw" — — —— 


66. Hol v sriarr. 69 i 


And this brings me to the leamed 
writer's /zcond propoſition, which 1 pro- 
miſed to examine; and on, which the prin- 
ciple, here delivered, i is founded. It is 
this, 

2. That eloquence is ſomething conge- 
nial and eſſential ta human ſpeech; and in- 
herent in the Han of things. 

This ſuppoſes, chat there, is. fr a 
tain Ag ch in nature, to which that 
quality refers, and on which it is to be formed 
and modeled. And, indeed, admitting 
this to be the caſe,, ane ſhould be apt 
enough to conclude, that when the Auther 
ol. Nature condeſcended to inſpite one of 
theſe plaſtic performances. of humam art, he 
would make it Oe IONS 
Archetype. 

But the propoſſtion 1+ d ges- 
lefs. Eloquence is not congenial or eſſen- 
tial to human ſpeoch, nor is there any Ar- 
chetype in nature to which that quality re- 
fers. It is accidental and arbitrary, and. 
depends on cuſtom and faſhiow: It is av 
mode of human communication which va. 


* 
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rys with che varying climates of the Karth; 
and is as inconſtant as the genius, temper and 
manners of it's much diverſified inhabitants, 
For what is gvrITyY but the uſe of ſuch 
terms, with their multiplied combination, 
A8 the intereſt, che temper, or the caprice 
of a Writer or Speaker of Authority hath 
preferred to it's equals? What is krr- 
*GANCe but ſuch a turn of idiom as 2 
"faſhionable fancy hath brought into re- 
pute? And what is sUuBl1MiTyY but the 
application of ſuch images, as arbitrary or 


caſual connexions, rather than their own 


native grandeur, have dignified and eno- 
- bled ? Now ELoquence is a compound of 


poun 
thels thave quittittes of fpeeeb, and conſe. 


"Ut as it's Confiituent parts. So that that 


. muſt appear extravagant or mean to ano- 
ther. And thus in fact it was. Indian 
and Aſiatic Eloquence were eſteemed hy- 
perbolic, unnatural, abrupt and puerile to 


the more phlegmatic inhabitants of Rome 
and Athens. And the Weſtern Eloguence 
| 1 


— 


muſt be as nominal and unſubſtan- 


ſition, which is a model of 
x to. one nation or people, 
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in it's turn, appeared nerveleſs and eſfemi- 


nate, frigid or inſipid to the hardy and inflam- 


ed Imaginations of the Eaſt. Nay, what is 
more, each ſpecies, even of approved elo- 
quence, chang d it's nature with the change 
of clime and language; and the ſame ex- 
preſſion, which, in one place, had the utmoſt 
ſimplicity had, in another, the unn, 
lime 60 „ oh | | 


GG Longinus reading theſe wide in the e 
gint, God faid, Let there be light: and there 


was light, and 8 his ideas on the genius of 
his own language, very acutely gave them as an en- 
ample of the ſublime, We may be ſure the judg- 
ment of ſo accompliſhed a Critic, would be eagerly - 
laid hold on by the Doctor's zealous Diwvines, to 
exalt the credit of Moſes's elocution. Indeed, the 

ſoblime introduction to the book of Genefis paſſed, 

for a long time, unqueſtioned. At length Huetius 


and Le Clere, more carefully attenging to the ori- 


ginal text, diſcovered that the words were ſo far from 


being: ſublime, that they were of the utmoſt. fimplici« - 
ty; and each ot theſe Critics compoſed a long diſſer- 
tation to ſupport his opinion, So far was well; but not 
content with what they had done, they would needs 
prove that Longinus-was miſtaken in his criticiſm of 
the Greek. This provoked the Poet Boileau, who + 


had juſt tranſlated that celebrated work, to ſupport 
Apply 
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Apply all this to the Books of "the NW 


-@elufion with his adverſaries) he did it by endeavour- 
ing to prove the ſublime of the original expteſſion. 


This furniſhed matter for anſwers and replies in 


. abundance : "Whereas, had the diſputants but te- 
flected, that the ſame exprefion; which in one 
language was highly Yublime, might, in another, be 
extremely ſimple, the judgment of the Greek eri- 
tie would have been confeſſed by Huetius and Le 
'Clerc, and the biblical knowlege of theſe. two 
Learned Interpretersallowed of by Boileau, As the 
_ reaſon of all this ſerves to illuſtrate what is here ad- 
vanced concerning the natute of eloquence, it may be 
worth While, tho' by lengthening a long note, to 


_ "endeavour to explain it. The ideas ariſing from 
| knowlege of the true God, and his attributes, were 


* : 
8 14 
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ma JOW: 
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| familiar to Moſes; and whenever ideas are familiar 
they raiſe no emotion; confequently the expreſſion 
of ſuch ideas will naturally be cold and ſimple. 
There is the utmoſt fimplicity in the words God 
Jaid, Let there be light, and there was light :- And 
nothing but their Gmplicity would be ſeen or felt 
by a Jewiſh Reader, to whom the ſame religious 
dene were equally” familiar. But let a Greek, 


| brought op and edueated in the groveling and puerile 
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95 profeſledly deſigned for the rule anddirec- 


| tion of all mankind. Now ſuch a rule re- 
quired that it ſhould be inſpired of God. 
) But inſpired writing, the Objectors fay,- 
implies the moſt tenfect eloquence. What 
a human model then was the Holy Ghoſt to 
| follow? And a human model, of arbitrary 
| conſtruction, it mult needs be, becauſe there 
+ We was no other: Or if there were another, it 
ſopported, let loch A one, ' Gy; raiſe himſelf with. 
| pain, by the ſtrong effort of a ſuperior genius, 
| To the fixſt Good, firſt Perfect, and frſt Fair, · 1 
the new ideas, with which his mind is warmed and 
enlarged by the knowlege of the true God and his 
Attributes naturally produce admiration; and admi- 
ration in a Genius, is the parent of "ſublime ex- 
preſſion. So that when the ſudject is Creation, his 
point will be to convey the higheſt idea of Omnipo- 
ten e: but, the eſſect of divine power, immediately - 
following its volition, gives that higheſt idea; there- 
fore, inthe midſt of his lublime. conceptions, he 1 
hardly think of any other words to convey them 
than ad ſaid, Let there be Light, and there was © 
Light, And evety greek Rea ter, to whom the 
ideas of true Theology were as novel and unfamiliar 
as they were to the Writer, would naturaly eſteem 
that expreſſion, which ſo graphically deſcribes the 
inſtantaneous product of e to de ink» - 
nitely unk ur. 8 | "20 


| * 0 
A : , ®- J * ow 2 
H. N f 
F | A þ 8 * A, 
* „ > , £4 # FL 9 


. — 5 
— — ͤ — — y 
SY ** F ING —xꝛ ey 


—— OTIS So — — — 
a — — — 


— 
——— — — 
4 — * on 


. ˙ Wn SO ee. > Irs —— — 


— —— — 


| 
14 
: 4 
+ 
8 
ii 
1 
[ | 
. = 
1 
F 
1 £ : 
1 | 
i! \ 
. 
| 
IN 
' 
1 
_ 7 
: : 
=" 
1. 
14 
$i 
; BET! 


14 . AA Diſcourſe concerning 

would never ſuit the purpoſe, which was to 
make an impreſſion on che minds and affec- 
tions; and this impreſſion, ſuch an elo- 
quence only as that which had gained the 
Popular ear, could effect. Should therefore 


the eaſfern eloquence be employed? But this 


would be too inflated and gigantic for the 
Wet. Should it be the Feftern ? But this 
would be too cold and torpid for the Eat. 


Or ſuppoſe the generic eloquence of the 


more poliſhed Nations was to be preferred, 
Which Species of it was to be employed? 
The rich exuberance of the Aſiatic Greeks,. 


or the dry conciſeneſs of the Spartans? The 


pure and poinant eaſe and flowing ſweet- 


neſsof the Attic modulation, or the ſtrength. 


and grave ſeverity of the Roman tone? Or 
ſhould all give way to that African torrent, 
which aroſe from the fermented mixture of 
the dreggs of Greece and Italy, and foon- 


after overflowed the Church with theologi- 
cal conceits in a ſparkling luxuriancy of 


thought, and a ſombrousrankneſs of expreſ- 
ſion? Thus various were the ſpecies“s! all 
as. much dec 


— Et 


Z 


each as much diſliked by a different 
"as the/eloguence of the remoteſt 
a Weſt, by one another. But 


by a different Genus, 


tie HoLy SPIRIT... J 
Nut it will be ſaid, Are there not ſome We |Þ 

more general principles of eloquence, i com- its | 
mon to all? Without doubt, there are. 3 
Why then ſhould not theſe have been em- 
played, to do credit to the Apoſtolic inſpira- 
tion? For good reaſons; reſpecting both the 
Speaker and the Hearers. For what is elo- 
quencebut a perfuaſive turn given to che elo- 
cution to ſupply that inward, that conſcious 
perſuafion-of the Speaker, ſo neceſſary to 
gain a fair hearing? But the firſt preachers 
of the Goſpel did not need a ſuccedaneum 
to that inward conſcious perſuaſion ! And 
whatis the end of eloquence, even of theſe 
general principles, but to ſtiſſe reaſon, and 
inflame the paſſions ? But the propagation 
of Chriſtian Truths indiſ penſably requires 
the aid of reaſon, and requires no other hu- 
man aid. And Reaſan can never be fairly and 
vigorouſly exerted but in that favourable in- 
tervall which preceeds the appeal to the paſ- 
ſions. Theſe were the cauſes which forced 
the Maſters of eloquence to confeſs, that 
the utmoſt perfection of their art conſiſts in 
keeping i it concealed; for that the oftgndili... - 
tion of it ſeemed to indicate the abſence) 3 
H 2 * 
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Truth,---Ubicungue ars offtendatur, fays the 
moſt candid and able of them all, weritas 
abefſe wvideatur (4). Hence ſo many va- 
rious precepts to make their moſt artificial 
periods appear artleſs. Now furely that 
was a very ſuſpicious inſtrument for Hea. 
ven· directed Mev, which, to preſerve it's 
credit, muſt pretend abſence, and labour 
to keep der of bye: f 
What, therefore, do our ideas of fit 
. and right tell us is required in the Syyle f 
an univerſal Law ? Certzinty no more than 
this---To employ thoſe aids which are com- 
mon to all Language as ſuch; and to reje& 
what is peculiar to each, as they are caſually 
circumſtanced. And what are theſe aids 
but cLEArNEss and AEC ? By 
| theſe, the mind and ſentiments of the Com- 
poſer are intelligiblyz,odnveyed to the 
Reader. Theſe gualitigsare eſſential to 
language, as: n from jar- , 
gon: they art efexya ame, and in- 
dependent on cuſtom or falkiog, To give 
re char} was; the office of 
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Philoſophy; to give it preciſion was the 
office of Grammar. Definition performs 
the firſt ſervice by a reſolution of the ideas 
which make up the terms; Syntaxis per- 
forms 'the ſecond by a combination of 
the ſeveral parts of ſpeech into a ſyſtema- 
tic congruity : theſe are the very things in 
linguage which are leaft poſitive, as be- 
ing conducted on the principles of Logic. 
Whereas, all beſides, kom the very power 
of the elements, and ſigniffcation of the 
terms, to the tropes and figures of Com- 
poſition, are arbitrary; and, what is more, 
as theſe are a deviation from thoſe princi- 
ples of logic, they are frequently vicious. 
This, the great Maſter, - quoted above, 
freely confeſſeth, where ſpeaking of that 
ornamented ſpeech, whieh he calls He 
a:Z:ve, he makes the following confeflion 
and apolvgy---#* efet enim omne Schema 
© viTIUN, fi don peteretur, ſed accide- 
© ret. Verum auctoritate, vetuſtate, con- 

ſuetudine, piu que defenditur, ſæ pe 
„etiam n *Quvapan. Ideoque 
7 cum ft alt rectoque loq tend 


H 3 genere 
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« genere deflexa, wirtus eft, fi habet PRO- 


BABILE RES. 2 quod ſequatur (5). 


Now theſe qualities of clearnęſi and pres. 


ciſion, ſo neceſſary to the communication 
of our ideas, eminently diſtinguiſh the 


Writers of the New Teſtament; inſomuch 
that it might be eaßly ſhewn, that what- 
ever difficulties oecurr in the ſacred Vo- 
lumes, they do not ariſe from any imper- 
fection in the mode of conveying their 
ideas, occaſioned by this local or nominal 
barbarity of Style ; but either from the 
- ſublime or obſcure nature of the things 


conveyed to the Reader by words; or from 
the purpoſed conciſeneſs of the Writer; 
who, in the occaſional mention of any mat- 


ter unrelated, or ndt eſſential to, the Diſ- 
penſation, always affects a ſtudied brevity. 
But further, Suppoſe that, in ſome 
cafes, an authentic Scripture, deſigned for 


a religious rule, demanded this quality of 


tocat eloquence z or that, in general, it 
Is not required I have fu „ ſhes 


1 let chis, I fay, be * yet ſtill it would 


6 Wiat, I. ix, o. * 


; 
n 
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not affect the caſe in hand, ſince ĩt would be 
altogether unſuĩtab le to the peculiar genius 
of the Gos pERL. It might eaſily be known to 
have been the purpoſe of Providence, (tho* 


ſuch purpoſe had not been expreſsly de- 
clared,) that the Goſpel ſhould: bear all the 


ſubſtantial marks of it's divine Original; as 


well in the circumſtances of it's promulga- 
tion, as in the courſe of it's progreſs. To 


this end, the appointed Miniſters of it's 


conveyance were perſons, mean and illite- 


rate, and choſen from amongſt the loweſt 


of the people: that when Scepties and 
Unbelievers ſaw the World converted by 


the fooli/oneſs of preaching, as the learned, 


Apoſtle, in great humility, thinks fit to 
call it, they might have no pretence to 


aſcribe the ſucceſs, to the parts, the ſtation, - 


or the authority of the Preachers. Now had. 


the language,infuſedintotheſe illiterate men, 
been the ſublime of Plato or the eloquence 
of Tully, Providence would have appeared, 


to countera& it's own meaſures, and defeat, 
the purpoſe beſt calculated to advance it's, 
glory. But God is wiſe, the' man's a foot. 


And the courſe of his Wiſdom was here, 
28 


Bo A Diſcourſe concerning 
as every where elſe, uniform and conſtant, 


It not only choſe the weakeſt Miniſters of 


his Will, but kept out of their hands that 
powerfull weapon of contorted words, 
which their Adverſaries might fo eaſily 
have wreſted to the diſhonqur of the Go. 
pel. So much was Dr. Middleton miſtak- 
en, when beſides clearnefs, (which he might 
be allowed to expect) he ſuppoſes puri/y, 
nobleneſs, and pathetic affeftion to be qua- 
ties inſeparable from an inſpired writing, 
St. Paul who, amongſt theſe ſimple Inſtru- 
ments, was, for the ſame wiſepurpoſes,made 
an exception to the general choice, yet in- 
duſtriouſly p roſecuted that ſublime view, for 
the ſake of which, the choiſe was made; by 
rejecting all other weapons but thoſe of the 


Spirit, to ſpread abroad the Conqueſts of 


the Son of God. Jpeech (fays he) and 


my preaching was not with inticing words of 


man's wiſdom, but in the demonſtration of the 

| Sirit and of Power. As much as to ſay, 
My ſucceſs was not owing to the ſophiſ- 
tical eloquenc ce of Rhetoricians, but to the 
fupernatural powers, with whieh I was en- 
dowed, of A Prophecies and 
working 


—— 
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working Miracles.” He ſubjoins the rew- 
ſon of his uſe of theſe means---that their 
faith ſhould not ftand in the Wiſdom of men, 
but in the power of God, 1. e. Be con- 
verted not by force of Philoſophy.and elo- 
quence, but of the ſupernatural gifts of 
the Spirit : Therefore (faith he again) God 

bath choſen the fooliſh things of the World 10 
 ronfaund the wiſe; and the weak things of the 
World to confound the mighty (60. And 

leſt it ſhould be ſaid, that this was an ab- 
ſectation of deſpiſing advantages which 
they themſelves could not reach, it pleaſed 
Providence that this declaration ſhould be 
made, not by one of the more ſordid and 
idiotic of the number; but by Him, to 
whom both nature and difcipline had given 
powers to equal even the heights of Greek 
and Roman elocution. For we ſee, by 
what now and then accidentally. flames out 
in the fervor of his reaſoning, that he had 
a ſtrong and clear diſcernment, a quick 
and lively imagination, and an extenſive 
and intimate acquaintance with thoſe Maf- 


| (6) 1 Cor, ü. 4. 
ters 
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ters in moral painting, the Greek Sa- 
Phiſts and Philoſophers: all which he 
proudly ſacriſic 
Laing Goſpel. ' Nor does he appear to 


have been conſcious of any inconſiſtency 
between an. izfpired language and it's local 


-barbarity fyle: For having had occaſion, 
in this very Epiſtle, to remind the Corin- 
' thians of the abundanee of ſpiritual grace 
beſtowed upon him, he ſays, I thank my 
God, I fpeak with tongues more than you 


all (7); and yet he tells them that he is 


rude in ſpeech (8). Which apparent incon- 
ſiſtency the reader may accept, if he 
pleaſes, for a further proof of the truth 


of what has been above delivered, con- 


-cerning the eee 
ie language. 


Thus we ſee, how unſuitable a qua- 


ity of Jacal eloquence would be to the 
peculiar genius of the Goſpel. Vet as 
there is much of this ornament of ſtyle, 
and more imagined to be than there is, in 

fome books of the Old —— * 


(7) » Cor, al. 8. 00 2 Cor. xi, 6 


—— — — > — 


I to the glory of the ever- 
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part (q); and conſequently it abounded 
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not be improper to explain the reaſon of 
it, and ſhew the conſiſtency of it's uſe 
there, with the — already laid 
down. 

1. Firſt then we may: YI that Ju- 
daiſm was not an univenſal Religion, but 
was inſtituted for the uſe of a fingle peo - 
ple; ſo that none of the inconveniencies 
mentioned above of a local eloguence, could 
ariſe from the uſe of t in that Religion. 

2. The Jewiſh Religion had a public 


with Rites and Ceremonies; to which part, 
an ornamented ſtyle was very ſuitable. 

3. The ſubjects of ſeveral of the Books 
of the Old Teſtament are in their nature 
poetical and rhetorical, and fo ſeem to have 


demanded A * cenformatile-20 their 
genius. 


And now enough hath been i 
A juſt eſtimate of the value of thoſe objec- 
tions which two celebrated writers (10) 


have inforced with all their art and ad- 


00) See Div. Leg BY: bah on mau 
board Ihaftſbury, 


Ades 


ö $4 4 Dil conefning. 


Areſs againſt the inſpiration of the New 
Teſtament, from it's local barbarity of 


Kyle. Dr. Middleton's obje&ion hath 


been conſidered already. I ſhall chuſe to 


eloſe this firſt part of my diſcourſe with an 


examination of that ſtill more ingenious. 
objection of the noble Author of the Cua- 
RACTERISTICS;z who hath, employed all 
the powers of his witand eloquence to ex- 


poſe the want of theſe N in * ſa· 
cred Volumes.. 


— * is Ne ornuerwsE 105. his 
* „ Lordſhip)in the grammatical art of Cha- 
v rafters and Alx TED SPEECH than in the 


< art of painting itſelf. I have ſeen, in cer- 


<< tain . Chriſtian Churches, an ancient 


piece or two, affirmed, on the ſolemn 


* faith of prieſtly tradition, to have been 


* angelically and divinely wrought by a ſu- 


8 pernatural hand and ſacred pencil. Had 


« the piece happened to be of a hand like 


«6 Raphael's 1 could have found nothing 


certain £0 oppole | to the tradition. But 
i having obſerved the whole $S:y/e and 
manner of the pretended heavenly work- 


53 to be ſo indifferent as to yarys 


95 | «6 in 


{ 
| 
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in many particulars, from the rruth of 
« art, I preſumed, within myſelf, to beg 
* pardon of the tradition, and aſſert confi- 
* ently, that if the pencil bad been heaven- 
| « guided it could newer have been fo lame in 
* ifs performance: it being a mere contra». 
* diction. to all divine and moral truth, 
« that a celeflial Band, ſubmitting itſelf ta 
« the rudiments of a human art, ſhould 
| « fin againſt the art itſelf, and expreſs 

« falſchood and error inſtead of Juſtneſs 
and proportion (1).” 
This tale of Se. Lulea painting, like 
the ſtory of the DEITHIC OracLes, 
needs no application. Every one ſees that 
it is given in diſcredit of the inſpiration of 
holy Scripture. But as confidently as he 
ſays, he draws his concluſions from it, 
he gives them no other ſupport, than 
this miſtaken. conceit, which he erects 
into an axiom. That it is ng otherwiſe in 
the grammatical art of characters and paint 
ed ſpeech than in the art of painting itſelf : 
or, in ee that wee 


(050 Chara8. viii, p. 230. 
1 1 whick 


in nature: the other unſtable, ſhifting 
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which repreſent ideas; and the painted ima- 
ges of things are performances of the ſame 
kind. Now, in examining their natures 
by the principles of human ſpeech, before 


laid down and explained, it appears that 


they are of very different kinds, having 


nothing in common but the office of giv- 


ing information, truly and clearly,' one of 
them by repreſenting the images of cor- 


poreal things; the other by repreſenting the 


incorporeal ideas of the ſpeaker's or writer's 
mind. And what thing is there, in art or 
nature, which does not hold ſomething in 
common with another? The difference be- 
tween zheſe is indeed no leſs than between 


things NATURAL and things POSITIVE, be- 
tween conſtitutional and arbitrary; painting 


being 1MITAT1ON, and worDs only sYM- 


vols. The ſubject of the fn, conſtant, un- 


variable, neceſſary; as having it's —_— 
on the human will, under the direction of 


fancy and caprice. In Pa1nTinG there is, 


properly ſpeaking, but one true ſtyle, and that 
is an exact imitation of nature. In sp EEC 
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there are aa many true Ryles as there are tem 
pers and humours, cuſtoms and faſhions a- 


mongſt men, Eloquenee, ar truth of file, in 
ſpeaking. or writing, being nothing elſe 
but the adapting the. terms of human 


ſpeech to the various conceptions, fancies, * 


and affections of the hearers; ſo that, as in 
painting, there is but one true ſtyle, and 
that REAL, becauſe an imitation of na- 
ture; In /peech. there are many true ſtyles, 


but all yFanTasT1C, becauſe all are the 


creatures of arbitrary faſhion. 


The noble Ancho e Gantin bt 


pect that theſe two things had but a ſlender 
connexion in xature, and therefore endea- 
voured to ſtrengthen the tye by art. Hence 
his figurative expreſſions of painted ſpeech, 


for writing; and, on the contrary, /#yle, 
for manner of painting. A favourable Cri- 


tic may poſſibly ſay, that the noble Writer 
had no other purpoſe, in the uſe of theſe 
figures, than to ornament his language. 
Perhaps not. It is then only a remarkable 
example of the truth of an obſervation made 
above : * that the principal end of elo- 


quence, as it is employed in human affairy, 
OE. ws = | is 
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is enen ann 
On the whole om: What Sk. 
-are we to draw from this noble Author's 
remarks on HEAVENLY WORKMANSHFP 
in painting and in ſpeech? This certainly, 
and nothing more, That if an inſpired” 
Painter were to give us a picture, it would 
indeed equal or excell the pencil of Ra- 
phael; becauſe here was a rea! Archetype 
to work 'by, that is to ſay, Nature: 


But, if we may give credit to the dictates 


of Reaſon, which I am ſorry to ſay, are not 
always thore of his Lordſhip, an inſpired 
Writer would receive no more aſſiſtance in 
expreſſion, from Heaven than what was ne- 
ceſſary to give his ſpeech the eſſential qua- 
lities of all language, namely, cLEARNess 
and PRECISION ; becauſe here was no real 
archetype to follow; the various modes of 
rhetoric being moſtly fantaſtic, and having 
no exiſtence but in capricious cuſtom; and 
therefore unworthy the: notice wo a, _— 
N. a Wh 
I have now gone thro? the Get ke 
my Diſcourſe ; which propoſed to conſider 
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che office and operations of the holy Spi- 
rit as THE GUIDE OF TRUTH, who 9 9 
and enlightens the Underſtanding. 
this part, I have endeavoured in 
his inſpiration of Scripture ; I have diſtin- 
guiſhed the mode of that inſpiration ; I 
have explained the character of an inſpired 
language; I have inquired into the nature 
of human eloquence, and have carefully 
examined the force of our free Reaſoners, 
on every one of theſe diſtinct heads. 


| II. 


I now proceed to the ſecond branch f 
my Diſcourſe, which is, to conſider the 
Holy Spirit under the idea of Tus Cu- 
rox r ER, who purifies and ſupports the Will. 

And here, his divine power manifeſted 
ſelf in the ſame miraculous Operations. 
Sacred Antiquity is very large and full in 
it's accounts of the ſudden and entire 
change made by the holy Spirit, in the diſ. 
poſitions and manners of thoſe whom it 
had enlightned ; inſtantaneouſly effacing all 
their evil habits; and familiarizing their 

| 1 3 practice 


go 1 ige concerning 
practice to ae me nen 
one eee? 

To this illuſtri 


very enemies and perſecutors of our holy 


Faith have been forced to bear witneſs: 


not only in the ſerious accounts which ſome 
(2) of them have given of the innocence 
and virtue of PRIMITIVE CARISTIANI- 
r; but even in the mockery and ridicule 
of others (3), on the ſubject of the 
boaſted virtue of water-baptiſm ; which was. 
then commonly accompanied with,and ſome- 
times preceded by, theſe extraordinary effu- 
fions of grace from the Comfurter. Come 
here (ſay theſe unhappy Libertines) and ſee 
the amazing efficacy of Chriſtian-baptiſm* 
whoever is immerged in this water, tho? 
before, he were an adulterer, a practiſed 
thief or murderer, riſes cleanſed and puri- 
ſied from all his crimes; and commences, 
en the inftant, a life of temperance, of 
jules and of Tap. Thus as; ya 


Pliny the younger, — Taciwvs, Kc, 
( Celſus, Julian, 4c. 


impious 


oftri ebe e cha : 
vigion of che truth of Chriſtianity, che 
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impious ſcorners endeavour to diſguiſe 


their chagrin at the triumphs of the Spirit 
over vice and paganiſm, by a ſarcaſtic par- 
ady of the gratefull exultations of the 
Chriſtian Paſtors. In truth, it was all they 
had to to ſay; for, after this, they Were 
reduced to ſeek a forced conſolation, in the 
poſſibility that ſome naTURAL causs had 
f ſo extraordinary a phen 
It may be worth while, therefore, . toen- 
quire whether any ſuch cauſe can be rea- 
ſonably aſſigned. | 
The enemies of our Faith hope to find. 
it in FaN Aricisu, and SUPERSTIT ION, 
the two paſſions: which the ſtrong impreſ- 


fion of a new Religion begets, by it's. I] 
_ HoPes and FEARS, an the mind of man. 4] 
Let us ſee, whether either, or both of = : 
theſe, will account for ſo /udder and laſting 4 
a converſion,. from vice and corruption, to 1 
a life of ſanctity and virtue; + | | 
SUPERSTITION, Which only ge | 
the Reaſon without making any impreſſion | 
on thoſe faculties of the mind that moſt in- 0 
cline the Will to a new bias, never affects || 
any conſiderable change in the MANNERS, 2 
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ral Hiſtory of paſt Fanaticiſm, but likewiſe 


2 A Diſcourſe concerning 
It's utmoſt force is but juſt enongh to per- 
fuade us that an exact attention to the cere- 


monious offices: of Religion will be ſuffi. 


cient to ſecure us from the evils denounced 
againſt vice and immorality; or, at leaft; 


that ſome tranſient acts of penitence, as 


the period of human life approaches, will 
be of force to intitle us to the rewards of a 
pure and virtuons hfe. Fc] 

 FaxaTictsM, indeed, ſhakes and agi- 
tates the mind with greater violence: and 


by inſtigating thoſe faculties which moſt 


influence the Will, frequently forces the 
Manners from their bent; and ſometimes 
effaces, or obſcures, the ſtrongeſt im- 
preſſions of cuſtom and nature. But this 
extraordinary fervour, tho' always violent, 
is rarely, laſting: never ſo long as to efta- 
bliſh the new Syſtem into a habit. So that 
when it's rage ſubſides, as it very ſoon does, 
but where it drives the unhappy victim in- 
to downright madneſs, the late impreſſed 
bias on the Will keeps abating till all the 
former habitudes recover their relaxed tone. 
This is confirmed not only by the gene- 


of 
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of the preſent, where we commonly ſee 1 
the final iſſue of a ſudden converſion to be, i 
either a return to an open proflipacy of 
manners, ora deep hypocritical difimula- 
tion of them. 5 
- But now if we took ind the hiſtory of 
thoſe early Converts, we ſhall find that 
their Virtue, from the very firſt impreſſion 
of it, had all the eaſe, ſobriety, and mode- 
ration ofa ſettled habit: in this they per- 
ſevered; and adding grace to grace, tliey 
went on, thro? life, in one conſtant tenor, 
from the firk baptiſmal . profeſſion of their 
faith by water, to the laſt awfull confirma- 
tion of it in their blood. A dreadfull pe- 
riod! when Natute, by the very ſhock, . 
and in the ſtruggle, it then ſuffers, becomes 
enabled to diſſipate all the fumes of mental, 
as it is frequently « obſerved to do, of corpo- 
real intoxication. This it did, in the fa- 
mous caſe of the virtuous SAVANAROLA 
of Florence; whoſe ſtory is ſo finely told 
by Guicciardini in the ſecond: and third 
books of his Hiſtory, This Man, a ge- 
nuine Fanatic, if ever there were any, had 


aſſumed che 1 of a Prophet and in- 
ſpired 


94 4 Diſcaurſe concerning 
Hired Preacher. A Character (taken ; 
amidſt che diſtreſſes and diſtractions of his 
country, and, without doubt, occaſioned 
by them) which he had long and ſuccehs- 
fully ſuſtained - But loſing his credit in the 
new Revolutions of Italy, and bein g brought 
dy his enemies to the ſtake, b. ah 
having on the Rack diſavowed his preten- | 
ſions; he died, I ſay, ſullen and fllent, 
without any remaining yu of ** 
former Enthuſiaſm, _ 

Nor could this ſudden namics of * 
firſt Chriſtians be the effe&t of Maak ra- 
tional conviction. We know it to be mo- 
rally impoſſible ſor Reaſon, however re- 


root out, on the inſtant, the inveterate ha - 
bits of Vice. All that this magiſterial Fa. 
culty can do is, by conftantly repeating her 
dictates, and inforcing her concluſions, gra- 
dually to win over the Will; till, by little 
and little, the mind accuſtoms itſelf to 
another ſet of ideas, productive of other 
practices and other habits. A work of time 
and labour! as thoſe good men have ſuffi- 
E — who on a mere rational 


cots 


fined and ſtrengthened by Philoſophy, to 
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conviction, have attempted and perfected a 


change in their lives and manners. When 
therefore we ſee the deepeſt impreſſions of 


evil cuſtom, and the darkeſt ſtains of cor- 
rupted nature thus ſuddenly wi — * and 
effaced, To what muſt we aſcribe fo total 
a reform but to' the * n 
of Grace? | 

But it may be objected, That there 
are iaſtances where Enthuſiaſm alone hath 


kept men ſteady in the practice of that vir- 


tue which à certain fanatic turn of mind 


firſt recommended. Doubtleſs there have 
been many good people, who either thro? 


the weakneſs of their reaſon, or the force 


of their more reſined paſſions have been 


hurried into fanatic fervours, which have 
ſupported and conſirmed them in their pro- 


vious innocence of manners. But even 
here we have ſufficient marks to diſtin- 


guiſh theſe better ſorts of enthuſiaſts, 
who were in the happy circumſtance of 
being found innocent, when they were led 
into the practice of all virtue by the holy 
Spirit: whoſe office, as we have faid, 


9b. 4 Dieu concerning 

cConſiſted in chis gracious combination, to 
enlighten che underſtanding, and to rectify 
the will, Now, that genial ſplendour 
which conducted the firſt Chriſtians into 
the knowlege of all truth, ſufficiently dif. 


cloſed the divine Inſpirer of all righteou/c 


xe/s. But we ſee none of that Shining light 
ein to gild the good wworks of Grace, 


in the morals of innocent Enthufiafts. On 


| the contrary, we often find a more than or. 
dinary 1 ignorance 3 and ſometimes, .evenan 
incapacity of making rational concluſions, 
- Thus was the firſt part of the promiſe to 
| * the COMFORT ER, fulfilled. 


The other part, that uE SHOULD A515 
Vir Us FOR EVER, comes next to be 


conſidered. We have obſerved how this 


| likewiſe hath been verified by the ſure de- 


poſite of the Spirit of Truth in ſacred Scrip- 
ture. Yet this is not the whole of the 
completion. His preſent influence, toge- 
ther with the fruits of the paſt, make the 
entire ſubject of the promiſe. Hence we 
conclude that he abides with the Church for 
ever as WR PERSONALLY | in n his office of 


— 


3 


l Comforter 1 


the HoLy SPIRIT. 


Enligbiener. 
The only queſtion will 3 Whethee, 
from the primitive ages down to theſe lat- 
ter times, he hath continued to exerciſe his 
office in the ſame. extraordinary manner in 
which he entered upon it, when his deſcent 


on the Apoſtles was accompanied with all 


the viſible marks of the Divinity. 

And this, as it tends to the deciſion of 
more than one important queſtion, not only 
che ſuperſtitious claim of Cnuxch-MIAA- 
cLEs, but the fanatic pretences to prving' 


INFLUENCES, ſhould be conſidered more 


at large. 

But here, I ſhall venture to invert the 
method of thoſe Divines, who, in their 
inquiries concerning God's diſpenſations, 
endeavour to prove thoſe ſuppoſed facts, 
which they have preconceived, from the 
fitneſs which they pretend to have dif- 
covered: that is, having determined of 
what is fit for God to do; on the credit of 
this, they maintain that he hath done it. 
On the contrary, I deem it more rational, 


8s well as modeſt, firſt to enquire of Scrip- 5 


Comforter, as VIRTUALLY in his office of . 


— , — — — - 
OT > 22 — — = 
I 


TY 
- 
——, . 2 


- — 0 7 * % Vt 9 N. 
ä ——ů—— ů————ͤ —— —— Jn Moi wands — 8 r 1 Ne 2 

* 1 - —— * $46.1 - . 8 4 - 2 * * 0 — ' 7 * o 
. * — — — — * — ww % £77 = » — * is * 

. - — ne WB 199. > os — — — — 42 TR vat v . 4 . en T * * 4 == 

— ———— — — — 2 — — — , 
— N — w - — — man 1 ——— — 3 — Hon 
: 


rr w, 2 


—— ee Ae. Pe TIER 


* 


| 3. A Diſuurſ tonteritdg 


is known, it will be then time enough 
to explain the fitne/5 of his doings. 


Let us ſee now, what holy Scripture | 


hath delivered concerning the duration of 
theſe extraordinary gifts of the holy Spi- 
*rit : which, whether they reſted in the re- 
cl pient, and manifeſted themſelves in Grace 


and Knowlege tranſcending the powers of 
hutmanity; or whether they extended out - 
wards, in the 2 of healing, to the relief 


of their brethren's inſirmities, may with 
equal propriety be called and be accounted 
MR AcULoüs: Tn the firſt caſe, the gifted 
perſon was paſſive; in the other, active. 


Now the holy Spirit, by che mouth of 
Paul, has, I preſume, determined this . 
«queſtion for us, where, in the paſſage 


quoted before, on another occaſion, he re- 
capitulates the various prerogatives of the 


_ "Apoſtolic age. This decifive paſſage may 


be ſeen, where he tells che Corinthians, 
that Charity newer faileth: But whether 


"there be PRORHECIESs, they fall fail; 


52 3 be TON GUEs, they ſhall ceaſe; 
- evhether 


* 2 Ss # 
* 


ture 1 God hath done: and when that | 


the HoLY ST. 1 5 
„ eobether there. be. n KOFs it 22 9 
| «jb away (3. k "174 
5 Is wen the ApoRle's, purpoſe, in this . 
chapter, to exalt Charity above all the other 
Chriſtian graces; and therefore, having 
in the preceding verſes, ſhewn it's ſupe- 14 
riority. toe the reſt, from it's QUALITIBS mM 


aud attributes; he proceeds to urge the ad 1 
" | vantage fill further, from the conſidera: * 
tion of it's DURABILITY, —Charity:never | HY 
The queſtion is, Whether the ſaperior' FF 
duration, here aſeribed to Charity over Pro- 1 
phecies, Tongues, and Knowlege, reſpects only f 
the progreſs of the Goſpel uzrs ; or whe- | 
ther it extends to the completion of it, in 0 
irs triumphant ſtate, nERBAT TER? The | 
common opinion is, that it reſpe&s another * 
life; ſupported, as ſhould ſeem, by the 
Apoſtle's inforcing his argument on this 
obſervation, that now: ave ſee. thro) a glaſs 
darily; but then face to face: now wwe know | 
LY in part; but then ſhall we know even as wwe { 
| are known' (4); where the different cance 4 | 
| 


(x) x Cor, xiii. 8. (4) 2. Con. alle . | 
K 2 tron. | | 
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. Fanſitory graces, beſtowed upon 


he — > 3 
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condition of the two ſtates are bn Tee 


in oppoſition to one another. 


. bor the other ſenſe appears tome tobe de 
true one; and gives us the Apoſtle s mean- 
ing to this effect: The virtue of Charity 
Þ to accompany the Chriſtian Church 
thro'out all it's ſtages here on Earth; 
whereas the gifts of prophecy, of — 
tongues, of ſupernatural knowlege, are only 
the 
Church during 1 it's infirm and infant ſtate, 
to manifeſt it's divine birth, and to ſup- 
F 
of darkneſs. 


As the words, conſidered in this cut, 


the ceſſation | of the ene en 


mom of the boly Spirit after the eftabhiÞ- 


ment of the Chriftian faith, and as this 
perhaps is the only expreſs declaration of 


It, recorded in ſacred Scripture, /1 ſhall 
- endeavour to ſupport my interpretation by 


conſiderations drawn from it's coherence, 
in this ſenſe, and in this ſenſe only, with 
what preceeds and follows in the courſe of 


2 The 


the HoLY SPIRIT. TIO! 


The Church of Corinth, 60 abun- | 
dantly enriched. with all divine Graces, 
would not yet ſuffer the holy Ghoſt to do 
his penfect wwork'in the enlargement of the 
heart by univerſal benevolence ; but, elated 
with SPIRITUAL PRIDE, whok property 
is not to bear with thoſe who differ 
from us, and to deſpiſe thoſe who are 
beneath us in ſublime attainments, ' ſplit” 
and divided themſelves into oppoſite ſets 
and factions: And this unhappy ſituation 
not only rendering all their endowments 
vain and fruitleſs, but reflecting diſnonour 
on the Giver of all good things, the Apoſtle 
addreſſes himſelf to expoſe their folly with 
his utmoſt force and vigour of reaſoning. ' 

He proves the ſuperior excellence of 
Charity above all other ſpiritual graces 
whatſoever, both in it's QUaLITIEs and 
DURATION. The fr three wer/es of his ar. 
gument declare that the other graces with- 
out Charity, are neither of uſe nor ornament 
in the Chriſtian life: The zext four verſes 
ſpecify the ſuperior qualities of Charity: and 
the remaining fix (of which, the words in We 
queſtion ———_ We Ft) confider Charity un- 


ts er .Y 
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der the ſingle advantage of it's conti: 
nuance, when all thoſe other graces, with 
which they were ſo fooliſhly elated, ſhould 
be withdrawn. Charity newer faileth:. but 
aher ber there be prophecies, they Hall fail; 
avbether there be tongues, they [hall ceaſe ; 


awbether there be Anowlege, it Hall vaniſb 
away. In the next verſe he gives the rea- 
ſon, For abe know in part, and wwe prophery | 

in part; but when that which is perfect it 
come, then that which is in part ſpall be done 


away. As much as to ſay: When that 


CHRISTIAN L1FE, the lines of which are. 


marked out by the Goſpel, ſhall, by the vital 
powers o of Cn Rx on which it is erected, 


arrive to it's f ull vigour and maturity, then 


thoſe temporary aids of the holy Spirit, ſuck 


as Tongues, Prophecy, and Knowlege, beſtowed 


with a purpoſe to ſubdue the preju- 
dices and ſepticiſm of thoſe without, and 
to ſupport the weakneſs and infirmities of 


thoſe within; and given too, but imper- 


fectly, in proportion to the defects of the \ 
human Recipients, ſhall, like the ſcaffold- 


ing of a Palace now compleated, be taken 


down and removed. a And to ſhew, that the 
loſs 


—— 
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the Hol v SPIRIT. 
Joſs of theſe thingstwill iano-lodger regrees 
ted when the Church hath advanced from a 
ſtate of Infancy to Manhood, in the ſteady 
exerciſe of the CRISTIAN LUIS OP Cua- - 
Ir r, he illuſtrates this truth by an ele- 
pant ſimilitude. ben I au a Child, I 
Jpake. as a Child, 1 underfqod at a Child : - 
but when I became a man, I put away - 
| Cbhild;fh things. Yet no one will be ſo 
| - abſurd to ſuppoſe that it was the Apo- 
ſtle's intention to diſgrace" theſe" ſpiritual. 
Gifts by ſo low 4 compariſon ? It was che 
Anus of. them only, (to Which theſs Co- 
rinthians were ſo prone) that Was de. 
Sgned to be cn ky in eher 


Bur the Apoltle, baying reps preſented theſe 
gifts 0 be as defective i in 


themſelves' as they are contemptible in 
their, abuſe, thought fit to add,” that this 
defect did not proceed from any  penurious. 1 
effluence of the holy Spirit, but from the 
narrowneſs of 'the human recipients the - _=_ 

paſlages to the Soul being ſo clogged up I 
in. this incumbrance of gelt as to be 4 
to. convey. to the ſenſory any more than an 

oblique glimpſe 1 0 fovereign W | 
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But that, when we have ſhakenoff this mor: 
tal load, and 
and liberty, weſhall then intuitively compre- 


hend the whole Oeconomy both of NaTvre 
and of Ge Ac. For ow. (fays he) we /ce 


thu «ph/edertiels p, but then face ta face f 


5 5) Baimogp 36 20 I kasse < & art. 3 
the ſceing thro', or in a glaſs, by or in an Enigma, . 
ſeems, at firft view, an odd and incongruous exprefs - 
ſton, fince information by à ſpeculum, of What 
kind ſoever, conveys the natural or real image f 


regained the regions of light 


the reflected object, tho? that image be ſeen only. 


faintly and obſcurely,, But an Enigma is not 
the natural Image of the object conveyed, but an 
arbitrary marle which, under very foreign ideas, is 
myſteriouſly made to. ſtand for the natoral image. 
Vet, if we attend carefully to the ſubject, we ſhall: 
find the expreffion to be very elegunt / - The Apoſtle 
is comparing the knowledye of ſpiritual things gained 
ere with that knowlege which we ſhall acquire bere- 
after. , Now all our preſent, knowlege being c 
thro* the Organs of Senſe," the Apoſtle, b © 54a 


Anya, would infinuate, that our moſt” 9 
and ſublime ideas of ſpiritual things are no more 


the real images of ſpiritual things, than Enig- 


mas or myſteriouſly. contrived marks are the na- | 


tural or real images of thoſe things to which 
they are put as Signs. A glaſe, or l. is 
therefore 72 by the 0 in this p 
e | 

. g 0 E 
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RA, on. * 


I 
— 


te Holy SPIRIT. - oy 


Noa I know in part, even as alſo Tam known, 


And this obſervation, which evidently re- 
ſpects a future ſtate, led men to under- 


Rand the Apoſtle as taking in another life, 
on which to found that ſuperior duration 
which he gives to Charity, the ſubje& of 
his general argument. But they ſeem to 
have miſiaken the drift of his remark con · 
cerning the defects in human knowlege, 
which was not made as a direct inforcement 


of the argument in the eighth verſe, cha- 
rity never faileth, &c; but was an occ,,“ñ - 
anſwer to an objection, which naturally 


aroſe from his management of one of the 
topics in the eleventh, when [was a Child, 
Sc. This, I ſay, ſeems to have been 
che ſource of the error: And yet the 
Apoſtles concluding obſervation was ſuffi- 
cient to have ſet theſe. men right, and to 
have ſhewn them, that the ſuperior. dura- 
tion of Charity referred to the preſent life 
only. — Aud Now abideth F arn, Horz, 


nify the corporeal organs ; : and an Futons to 5 fignify 
the repreſentative knowlege, which the corporeal ors 


dans are only capable of er when _ 
1 5 ** thing. 


and | 
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206 4 Diſcourſe concerning 
and CrarrPyy theſethree 3. but-the greateſt 


of theſe in Oburity. Whichy is in effect to 
ſay, Tou may now. perhaps object, that 


this quality of /uperior duration is not pe- 
culiar or confined to Charity, but belongs 
equally, to thoſe two other Chriſtian graces, 

Faith and Hope, which travel thro! with. 
the Church of God, and oontinus to ſap; 
port and adorm it, in all it's revolutions. 
here on earth; When Prophecy, Tongues, and 


Susaolkge ſhall long have failld and ceaſed, 


and vanfhed away: So that, with regard 
to duration, Faith and Hope ſhare with. 
Charity, in this advantage over the other 
tranfent endowments of the Spirit.“ I 


Marers in this prerogative; but till, I ſay, 
THE GREATEST OF THESE I8 CHARTITY: 
And in the beginning of my argument 
(ſays he) I have given the reaſon, in the 


obſervation that 7 7 have al ETH 6 


that T could remove mountains, and tho I 
give my. body, to. be. burned [in ſure and cer- 
tain. nor of a reſurrection] and have no 
Charity, it profiteth me nothing. The 


reaſon 


agree, replies the Apoſtle, thus far to the 
Objection, that they are all three joint 


the HOLY SIR. toy 
reaſon is on account of the ſuperior qualities 
of Charity: it bath. thoſe which faith and 
Hope have not, fe Jeeketh not her oæun, E. 
as well as thoſe which faith and hope have, 
and are moſt eſſential to them, for Se BRE 
LIEVETH all things, ſhe HOPETH all things.” 
It is thus the Apoſtle anſwers a concealed 
objection; and at the dame time inſtructs 


dhe unwary reader with what caution and 


application he ſhould come to the ſtudy of 
that profound reaſoning with which all bis 
Epiſtles abound. 


But now ſuppoſe the ſuperior Saris of 
Charity to · take in the idea of another life, 
How could he have ſaid, that faitb and 
hope had the prerogative of remaining, of 
of having an equal abiding with Charity, 


when both Faith and Hape will be ſwallow 
ed up in fruition? 


From the whole, then, of a 


of Charity, it evidently appears, that Tae 
MIS AcULO US POWERS OF THE CHURCH 


WERE TO CEASE ON 1T'S PERFECT E$- 
TABLISHMENT 3 as well thoſe which re- 
lieved corporeal, as thoſe which admi- 
niſtered 

2 


08 A Diſcourſe concerning 
niſtered aid to ſpiritual, diſtreſſes: and con- 
&quently, that Surzxsririon and Fa- 
WAT1CIsM equally laboured under the 
wound inflicted on them by the hand of the 
Apoſtle, when he-made this virtual Decla- 
ration of the total err of  thols 
GE? t 
* Here eſpecially; all the fuperflitions and 2 
A pretences of the Church of Rome, 
to ſupernatural powers are detected and 
expoſed; not only the giſt of in rALLIEI- 
LITY which comprehends all Myfteries and 
all Knowlege ;| and the work of Tzxansus- 
'$STANTIATION, Which comprehends a 
- Faith, not to remove, but to make, moun- 
tains; but likewiſe all the LIZOENDARY 
' MIRACLES of their Hierarchy in general, 
and their canonized Saints in particular. 
In which pretences, to obſerve it by the 
way, the blunder ſeems to be as glaring as 
the impoſture: St. Paul reckons the 
i $TATE Or CHRISTIAN PERFECTION 
not to be the sTATE or MirRacLes, but 
that of ChARITY. For we know in part 
-{fays he) and wwe prophecy in part : but 
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| euben THAT WHICH 18 PERFECT i come, 


then that which is in part all be done 
away, What is that perfef thing evhich 
avas to come; and which the Corinthians 
of this time ſo much wanted ? What but 
that which he had ſo highly extolled, the 
State of CHARIT Y? So that as this ad- 


vanced, the imperfect ſtate of M1gacLes 


was to receed, and be done away. Yet in 
the Church of Rome, the ſtate of their 
SainTSHIP, which is their ffate of per- 
Fection, is ſupported by Min Ac zs; while 


| . St. Paul's flate of per faction, that of CA; 


Arx, was fo little acknowledged or un- 
derſtood, that one of-their greateſt Saints, 
ments, was St. Dominic, the founder of 
the Inquis1TION. Indeed if the Apo- 
tles reaſoning would bear this inference, 
that Miracles were not only to remain till 
Charity had done i perfe? work, but 


till it had perfectly done it's work, I know 


of ne Church that has a better claim to 


the continued exerciſe of thoſe Powers 
than the Chugca'or Rowe. But what- 


ſoever need ſhe may have, ſhe blunders fo 


wreichedly in her moſt pompous exhibitions 
at a of 
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of them, that we may well regard xom1$n 
Migacules in the loweſt rank of theſe 
childiſh things, which, the Apoſtle ſays, men 
and churches ſhould be aſhamed of, and 
put away, when they come to years of 
diſ:retion. 

Having now eſtabliſhed the Fac r. that 
3 gifts were to paſs away with 
the firſt ages of the Church, we. may 
ſafely and reaſonably inquire into the FI1- 
NESS.OF THE THING. 

There appears to have been two 3 of 
the extraordinary operations of the Holy Spi- 
rit: The manifeſtation of his Miſſion as it 
was predicted; and the comfort and in- 
ſtruction of the Church, as it was promiſed. 
To the firſt, we have obſerved, that in 
the early propagation of our holy Faith, 


it was fit the SAxcTIFIER, as well as the 


Repetmer, ſhould ſupport his preſence 
by Miracles. But the ſame n 
which, in the one caſe, ſhew this f:ne/+ to 
be no more, ſhew it likewiſe in the other, 
For the: Divine or1G61naL of our: Faith 
being once eſtabliſhed, it ſupports itſelf 


ever after on the ſame credibility of hu- 


— 
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4 teſtimony, which all other truths d 


that are founded on facts. 
1. As to his extraordinary operations 


for the comfort and inſtruction of the 


Church, we may obſerve that, on his firſt 


deſcent upon the  Apoſiles, he found 


their minds rude and uninformed ; ftran- 
gers to all celeſtial knowledge; prejudic- 


ed in favour of a carnal Lau, and utterly 


averſe to the dictates of the everlaſting 
Goſpel, The minds of theſe he illu- 
minated; and, by degrees, led into all 


the-truths neceſſary for the Profeſſors of 
the Faith to know, or for the Propagators 


of it, to teach. For à rule of Faith not 
being yet compoſed, Tome extraordinary 
infuſion of his Virtue was ſtill neceſſary, 
both to regulate the Faith of him who re- 
ceived it, and to conſtitute the Authority 


of him who, was to communicate, of what 


he had received, to others. But when 
now the rule-of faith was perfected in an 
authentic collection of the Apoſtolic Writ- 
ings, part of this office was transferred 


upon the Sacred Canon (6); and his en- 


(s) See p. 39, | 
7 lebe 


— * Orr — 42 


5 2 ˙ => * d, M bs = 
* * 2 2 
P? an <= -: c bh — N = a 4 "%. 
— * — 
p oy IAC ds n 9 ” a ” * IS 2" 
; 8 ** 2 5 
* 1 = — — 5 — : 
— rags . N » — o wy . — 
% 
x 


confidence of modern FanaTrcs, who 
pretend to as high a de 
| communications as if no ſuch Rule of Faith | 


5 


112 MA Diſtourſe concerning 
lightening grace was not to be expected in 
ſuch abundant meaſure as would make the 


Recipients i»fa/lible guides to others, but 


only in a meaſure adequate to the di- 


rection of themſelves. 
| Theſe reaſons for the change of Oeco- 
nomy, in the dif) of the H 


Spirit, are ſufficient to diſcredit the 


degree of divine 


was in being; or at leaſt, as if that Rule 
was fo obſcure as to need the further aſſiſt. 
ance of the Holy Spirit to explain his own 


meaning; or ſo imperfect as to need a ner 
' Inſpiration to ſupply its wants.---But theſe 
men read the Hiſtory of the diſpenſations to 


the firſt Propagators of our holy Faith: 
They look with admiration on the privi- 


leges and powers conferred on thoſe choſen 


Inſtruments : their imagination grows heat- 


ed: they forget the difference between the 
preſent and the paſt Oeconomy of things: 


they ſeem to feel the impreſſions they read 


of; and they aſſume the airs, and mimic 


dhe * of * and Apoſtles. 
2. Again, 


RODS 
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2. Again, the nature and genius of the 
Goſpel were ſo averſe to all the religious 
Inſtitutions of the world, that the whole 
ſtrength of human prejudices was ſet in 
oppoſition to it. To overcome the obſti- 
nacy and violence of theſe prejudices, no- 
thing leſs than the power of the Holy One 
was ſufficient. He did the work of Man's 
Converſion; and reconciled an unbelieving 
world to God. At preſent, whatevei there 
may be remaining of the bias of prejudice, 
(as ſach will mix it ſelf even with our beſt 
concluſions) it draws the other way. 80 
much then of kis taſk was finiſhed ; and 
the Faith, from thenceforth had à favour- 
able hearing. Indeed, were we to make 
our eſlimate of the preſent State of the re · 
ligious World from the Journals of modern 
Fanatics, we ſhould * be tempted ſtill to 
think our ſelves in a land of Pagans, with 
all their prejudices full blown upon them. 
For the account they give us of their pro- 
vincial Miſſions always runs on in ſuch 
ſtrains as theſe — The name of Feſas is 
preached up in this City; the glad tiding 
ef the Goſpel conveyed to that Hamlet; a 

| big aft vilet 21 * * neu 
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new light ſprings up in a land of darkneſs; 
and life and immortality is now firſt offered | 


to thoſe who /t in the hadow of death, 


3. A further reaſon for the abatement of 
the influences of the ſupporting ſpirit of 
Grace is the peace and ſecurity of the 
Cavacs. There was a time when the 
Powers of this world were combined toge- 
ther for its deſtruction. At ſuch a period, 
nothing but ſuperior aid from Above could 
ſupport humanity in ſuſtaining ſo great a 
conflict as that which the holy Martyrs en- 
countered with joy and rapture ; the hor- 


vors of death in torment. But nom the 


profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith is attend- 
ed with eaſe and honour; and the convic- 
tion, which the weight of human teſtimony, 
and the concluſions of human reaſon afford 
us, of it's truth, are abundantly. ſafficient 
to ſupport us in our religious perſeverance. 

But the obſtinate and continued claims 
of FanaTics in all Ages, to this primi- 
tive abundance of the Spirit, may make 


| it expedient to examine their pretenſions 


yet more minutely and exactly. And to 


this i inquiry, ek it ſelf, which fore- 
faw 


vW 
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law and foretold the evil, directs us to the 
remedy, where it exhorts us to TRY THE 
Sp1R1TS. Belo ved, believe not every ſpirit, 
(ſays St. John) but try the Spirits whether 
they be of God; becauſe many falſe Prophets 
are gone out into the World (7). At the 
time this precept was given there was a 
more than ordinary attention requiſite to 
guard againſt the deluſions of falſe Pro- 
phets: For, the abundant effuſion of the 
holy Spirit on the rifing Religion gave in- 
couragement to Impoſtors to counterfeit, 
and a handle to Enthuſiaſts to, mimic, all 


that was equivocal in it's operations. 


Hence we find that, _ amongſt the various 
endowments . of the primitive Church, 
ſome of which were to correct Gain- 
ſayers, and others to edify Believers, there 
was one of the mixed kind, of ſpecial uſe 
to ſapport the dignity,” and to vindicate 
the divine original of all the reſt; by de- 
tecting Impoſtors, who crept in amongſt the 


truly inſpired ; and this we have ſeen the 


Apoſtle called, the piscerninNG or Sp1- 


(7) I John, iv. 6. 
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RITS. With this Gift, Peter detected Si- 
mon the Magician; and with this, Paul 
confounded Elymas the Sorcerer. 


But when extraordinary inſtiration itſelf 
had ceaſed, the falſe pretence to it, for 
ſome wiſe ends of Providence, to us un- 
known, ſtill continued to infe& the Church 
with it's impious Mummerys ; And while 
that Virtue, (the diſcerning of Spirits) whoſe 
office was to detect them, was withdrawn 
with the reſt of the inſpired graces, the 
Command, 70 try the 8 parts whether they 
avere of God ſtill” remained in force. But 
to try without the faculty of difeerning 
would be a dangerous; or, at beſt, an im- 
FOR employment. 13 


Now from this unreaſonable taſk we are 
delivered by the gracious providence of 
the holy Spirit, who provided that thoſe 
whom he had endowed with the gift of 
diſcerning of Spirits ſhould leave behind 
them ſome Rules whereby the Faithfull of 
all Ages might be qualified to try the Spi- 
rits, and be thereby enabled to defend 
themſelves from the ſeduction of error 
and impoſture: becauſe, ſays the advice, 


Scriptures dayly to find whether theſe things 
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many falſe Prophets are gene but into the 


World. 


If the ale Prophet pretends. to 5. 
rafter foretold, then we are bid to ſearch 


the Scriptures (8), to ſee if they teflify of 


ſuch a Character. Thus the Bereans are 
eſteemed of more noble and generous ſen- 


timents than their Neighbours, for 1 


very point of wiſdom, the ſearching the 


were ſa (d). 
But if the falſe Prophet pretend only to 


ſome extraordinary meaſure of the Spirit, 


then we are directed to try that Spirit hy 


applying to it the following Characters of ? 


real inſpiration. —The Wi/dem that is from 


above is firſt pure; then peaceable, gentle 
and eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without artiabity, and without 
bypocriſy (1]. 

It is worthy our notice, that, in this 
rule or direction for the trial of Spirits, the 


(3) John v. 39. Search the Scriptures, for they 
teftify of me. (9) Acts xvii, 13. (20) James 
ii, 17. 


marke 


. ia concerning 
marks of real inſpiration are to be applied 
only nzGATiVELY: That is, we ma 
ſafely pronounce, that the man in whom 
they are not found, hath not the Spirit of 
God, or the wiſdom which is from above: 
while, on che other hand, we are not to 
"conclude; that be in whom all or any of 
them are found, is, from this circumſtance 
alone, endowed with any extraordinary mea- 
ſure of the holy Spirit; ſince they may be 
no other than thoſe ordinary graces which 
ariſe from the knowlege of, and obedience 
to, God's Will as contained in ſacred Scrip- 
ture. , So that altho' ſuch a one may be 
truly ſaid to be poſſeſſed of the awiſdom 
 ewhich is from about, it is not that which 
comes to him by way of inſpiration, the 
thing here in queſlion, 


Thus we ſee, the Apodle , Rule carries 


in it's very nature, the evidence of it's 


Jin original: for the aſſiſtance wanted 
in the zrial of Spirits, ſince theſe ex- 
traordinary powers were withdrawn, was 
only ſuch a ſet of Marks as was rather fit- 
ted to detect ha than to aſſure the 
trum 
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truth of a Character not now to be ex- 
pected. 488 N 
This the e ſhould have in 220 : 
when we bring him to apply theſe marks 
to the features of modern Fanaticiſm, eſ- 
pecially as they are ſeen in the famed 
Leader of the Mzrhopisrs, Mr, Joux 
Wesley; for by thefe marks I propoſe to 
gy, in him, chiefly, THE SpIRITS of all 
modern Pretenders to ſu pernatural Powers. 


And that 1 may not be ſuſpected of 
combating a Fantom, it may be proper firſt, 
of all to ſhew that this extraordinary man, 


hath, in fact, laid claim to almoſt eve: Apo: | 


ſtolic giſt and grace; and in as full an 97 8090 
a meaſure as they were poſſeſſed of old. 

But as every good Actor will firſt 8 * 
pare his Scene, ſo hach he done his, and 
hath carried us back, by the magic of bis. 
dramatic Powers, into all the, wonders of, 
the primitive Times; where, we meet; the 


Devil unchained and let looſe, to exert his 


laſt efforts againſt the new Religion: As, on 
the other hand, to oppoſe to his N 


rage, we ſee, with the ſame evidence, an 
abundant effuſion of the holy Spirit be- 


ſto r 
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ſtowed upon this ri/ing Church. And now, 
every thing being thus prepared, both 
theſe Powers ſtand ready to act their parts 
by the time our Apoſtle thinks fit to. * 
pear upon the Stage. &- 

His Joux xs are full of the alarms which 

he e gave the Devil, and of the mortifica- 
tions which the Devil gave him.—* The 
«Devil, ſays he, knew his kingdom | 
< ſhook, and therefore ſtirred up his ſer- 

« yants to ring bells, and make all the 
« noiſe they could (1).”= The Devil 

* Children fought valiantly for their Maſ- 

< ter, that his kingdom ſhould not be de- 

<« ſtroyed: And many ſtones fell on my 
< right hand en left (2). Some 

« or other of the Children of Bela bal 

Jaboured to diſturb us ſeveral nights be - 

4 fore (3). Nay, ſo accuſtomed was he 
to theſe conflicts with che Ew One, that it 

was even matter of ſurpriſe to him, to find 
the Enemy, once upon a time, reſerved and 


Fill; till he reflected, that it was becauſe 
bis Goods awers in peace. I preached--- 


#1) Journ. from Nov. 1, 2739 to Sept. 3, 10. 
. _ (2) Wade 82, (3) Do. gt. 


— 


a3 
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«as yet I have found only ons. perſon. 
22 them, who knew the love of, 

« God, before my Brother came. No, 
« wonder the Devil was fo fill : for his. 
Goods æuere in Peace (4) » Another in- 
ſtance he gives us, of this peaceable con- 
vention between his Congregation and 
the Devil, is in one of his northern excur- 


ſions. Wed. 29, 1 preached at Durham 


to a QUIET, STUPID Congregation (J). 
But this never laſted long wherever he 


came; for he had always the Kill of c 
this ſpiritual le chargy by a frenzy. 


When the Devil had ſet a 


work, he then, like otherPoliticians, retired 
to better Company; ſuch as the two Mr. 

Weſleys and the Saints. But, as this fad 
and ſolemn meeting was not to his taſte, he 
tried to buffet them into a better humour. 


« ] was a little ſurpriſed at ſome who were 


> buſfeted of Satan in an unuſual manner 
Aby ſuch a Jperit of = ORE 


(4) To How Nov. 25, 2 10 july ry 


17 50. p. 29. (5) Journ, from Joly, 207 wy 
to Oct. 28, 1754. p. IG. 8 
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the ſame thing ten or eleven years ago. 


4 Part of Sunday my Brother and 1 then 
<« uſed to ſpend in walking in the meadows 
sand ſinging Pſalms. Butone day, juſt 
« 2; we were beginning to ſing, be burk 
«out into a loud laughter. I began to be 
« very angry, and Preſently after to laugh 
f loud as he. We were ready to tear 
ourſelves in pieces, but were forced to go 


home without firiging anotfier Tine (60. 


From the Head "theſe - hyſteric bufft⸗ 
ings deſcended, and were plentifilly be- 


ſtowed upon, the Members. And, 4 one 
A evening (ſays he) ſuch a. Siris of laugh- 


ter was amongſt us, that many were 


much offended. But the attention of 


« all was ſoon fixed upon poor 1.3 


8. ; one ſo violently. and variouſly 


4 torn of the ExII. Ons did I never fee 


, before. Sometimes ſhe laugbed, then 


broke out into curſing and blaſpheming, 
« Kc. (7) On this occaſion he relates a 
fact, which, tho” He ſeems not to vs turn- 


(e) Journ. flom Nov. 1, 19 39- td ep . 
374% f. 37: (7) n. . u . 
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od to a pro uſe, the ſober and attentive 
fear Our outward trials. in- 
« deed were now removed, and peace was 
« jn all our borders. But ſo much the 
« more. did inward trials abound, and if 
te one member Juffered, all the members 44 
« fored with it. So ſtrange a;ſympat 
7 80 I never obſerve before: 555 =4 
< conſiderable temptation-fell on any one, 
* unaccountably ſpreading itſelf to the 
*« reſt. So. that exceeding few: were 
« able to eſcape it (8). In theſe various 
ſruggles, the Devil was at length tired c 
out; and Mr, Weſley forces him to be- 
take himſelf to cloſe quarters, in the bo- 
dies of friend or ſoe indifferently, juſt 
as he could find entertainment. A nd 
Apoſile' $ exploits, the driving him out, in 
the face of the Whole Congregation, by 
EXORCISMS and ſpirjeual ejectments. 
But if Evil thus abounded, Grace did 
much more abound i in this memorable 
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Ara, when Mr. John Welley firſt went 
out upon his Miffion. The Spirit over- 
came all reſiſtance, broke down all the 


ſtrong· holds of Sin, and, what Mr. Weſley 


was much more ſet againſt; of ixsENSIBI- 
LITY.—Out of the mouths of babes and 
fucklings it once again, as of old, perfeded 


praiſe ; the young men Saw viſions, and tht 
old men dreamed dreams ; the Spirit of the 


Lord was gone out, and it did not ſtop till 


"It had manifeſted itſelf in the Taft effort of 
it's power, THE VW BirTH. © So many 


1 living Witneſſes (fays he) hath God gi- 

ven, that 55 hand is $T1LL flretthid out to 

ent, "and that fens and wende art vin 
n,. vronglU by Bis holy Child, Fefus(9)- * 


« Amongſt the poor Colliers at Placey, 


« John Lane, then zine er ten years old, was 


' * oneof the fit who found peace with d. 


bo From that hour he continued to walk day 
and night in the light of his countenance. 
ws I faw him laft year longing to be with 
„cChriſt, &c 60). enquired more 
as Joven. from Aug. 12,. 1738. to Non. 1, 
(20) Journ. from July 20, 17.50. to OR, 


35 7 p. 13. : 
— Ce parki- 


. 
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any delay in learning? This Child was 


nn 
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«© particularly of Mrs. N. concerning her 
« little Son · She ſaid, He appeared to have 
a. continual fear of God, and an awful 
« ſenſe of his preſence; that he frequently 
1 went to prayers by himſelf: that he had. 
« an exceeding. great, tendernefs of Con- 


« ſcience being ble of the leaft ſin. 
„A few days ſince. he broke out into 


« prayers. aloud, and then ſaid, Mamma, 
« I ſhall, go to Heaven ſoon and you 
« will go there too, and my Pappa ; but 
« you; will not go ſo ſoon.” On Which 


Mr. Weſley | very judicioully.. obſerves, 


« When the Holy Ghoſt teaches, is there 


« then/juſt three years old... eee 
« after he died. in peace (1)? r 


4 £7 * 12 & 


I heard (ſays he) a rpeige ac- 
count of a young woman of Mancheſter 


_ * which I received from her on mon 


She ſaid, I was fitting in the houſe while 
one read the paſſien hymn. I had, al- 
© ways gone to, Church and had never 
* heard * of the methodil preachers.. 
00 Jonny from ON, 27, 1706 CE were 
174 N13 14 2 1 19421290, oy. 
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On a ſudden 1 faw our Sayiour on the 
1 Croſs, as plain as if it had been with my 


© bodily eyes.----Then I ſaw as it were 


Heaven open, and God fitting upon his 
Throne. And I ſaw a large book in 
« which all my ſins were written, &e. (2) 
But this was nothing to the Viſion of 
.. IO 7 (a girl of ten years and three 
guarters ola which takes up between three 


and four pages in the telling; ſo that part- 
ly for the length, but principally becauſe 


I ſuſpe& Mr. J. Weſley intended it only 
for the ſolace of the very mob, for whoſe 
uſe this diſcourſe is not intended, I ſhall 


_ only point to the Journal where the won-. 


derful adventure is related(3). For the fame 
reaſon I ſhalt paſs over the Dreams and 
72 n 

All theſe v were 0 wee fie 
nothing. They were preparatory (as we ob- 


ſerved) to thatlaſt effort of the Spirit, Tas 
* . rn: Which began i in ſtorms and 


tempeſts, i in. cnes and extacies, in tutnults 


1 Jour. 428 ene 25, * to July 20 


"2750 p. 9 (3) Journ, from October 27, 1743 


to November 7. age p. 141. & ſeg. 
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and confuſion, yet, when — wages. 
hauſted to give way to grace, always ended in 
2 perfect ealm. But he tells ua, his correſpon · 
dents hearing of this frange work enquired 
of him how can theſe things je? They cau- 
tioned him not to regard wifions or dreams, 
or to fancy people had remiſſion of fins becauſe 
of their cries or tears, &c. To this, he tells 
us, he anſwered, *.You deny that God does 
« now work theſe effects: at leaſt that hs 
« works chem in this manner. .I' affirm 
* both. I have: ſeem very many perſons 
«. changed in a moment from the ſpirit of 
< fear, horror, deſpair, to the ſpirit of love, 
« joy, and peace.---What I have to ſay 
« touching wi/ions or dreams is this; I know 

« ſeveral . perſons _ in whom this great 
« change was wrought in a dream, or dur- 
ing a. ſtrong repreſentation to the Eye 
«of their mind, of Chriſt either on the 


Croſs or in glory (g. , 
But here unhappily, as is uſual in-thaſs 


matters, the ſymptoms of Grace and of Pe-. 
tion were ſo 1 interwoven and nfounded 


00 Journ. from Auguſt 12, 1738; November 
I, 1739: P. 48.9. 11 
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with one: another, that our poſtie himſelf is 
fometemesata-loſs to diſtinguiſh che hand 
aucletty determine witłr certuimty udo had the 
leit ſhare iw the Won, Gonior the Dx. 
vr; infomuch tha 2 Manichean might 
have greatly availed himſelf of this unto» 
wart circumſtance; Mt. J. Weſley had 
been much prieved; and the Spirit: of God 
ta Been grieved likewiG;- at the- ſcan. 
dab given by ſome of his o. och who: 
«" hlaſpᷣhemed the work;: and imputed it 
ere or Wertes of 1 


ad Aslußen of theDevit.” (Many days 
he) were deeply convinced; but none 
all: convic- 
tion. The:Childrenicams tu rbo iu 
4 there ovarnot:/irexnth! to Bain FORTH. 


jealous God by queſtioning his work (6). 


Yet theſe pangs of the wew'pie Them. 


ing, on: ceftaut occaſions, , more violent, 


and more. gei than ordinary, and even 
| king and infeftious,-;- the 


to 
rolle himſelf was taggered : and heme d 


(6) Ibis; p. 4 
N 


45) ia, p. „ 
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ready to recant. © Theſe ſymptoms I can 
« no more impute to any natural cauſe 
« than to the Spirit of God. I make no 
« doubt it was 8 ATAN tearing them as they 
« were coming to Chriſt. And hence 
« proceeded thoſe grievous cries, whereby 
« he might deſign both to diſcredit the 
« work of God, and to affright fearful peo- 
« ple from hearing that word whereby 
« their Souls might be ſaved (7).” But 
fince theſe Symptoms were univerſal and 
inſeparable from the nc birth, I rather 
think, and I will venture to ſay, as it is 
only raiſing the Catachreſis one ſtep higher, 
that the Devil was only afing the part of 
Man-Midwife to the new birth... And Mr. 
Welley himſelf, on ſecond thoughts, ſeerns 
not much averſe to this conceit, as appears 
from the following relation. * M viſited 

* (ſays he) a old Mile gr 
Fo On Warn Her trials had been | 
« uncommon; inexpreſſible agonies of mind | 

| 
f 
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e 


27, 1741: * 


104 « (it 


„ 


7) leben neee. nr. e, I z 


when Mr. J. Weſley- firſt entered on this 
Miniſtry: who, ſeeing himſelf ſurrounded 


4 1 + - 
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* were now as uncommon; ſne had 
little time to ſleep, having for ſeveral 
months laſt paſt ſeen, as it were, the un · 
, clouded face of God, and Praiſed him 


day and night (8). 


Such was theEyaN EI Ic erer » of things 


with” bebte ſo harmoniouſly diſpoſed to 


obey the touch of a maſter, thus triumph- 
_ avifly exults. 1 Fall as IL was, I knew 
de not where to begin, till, my Teſtament 
© opened on theſe words, 3 not to call 


. ie Righteous, but Sinners, to repentan ; 


In applying which, my ſoul was ſo en- 


« larged, that methought I could have cried 
C gut (in another Fenſe t Ga, Ir, vain 


"6 aaa) G ve Me. Aber to fand, 
. and I will AE 1 THz KanTh 09. A 


| bravado that would have become J [giidtips 


(8) * FEW July 20, 1749, to October 30, 


ref. P. 60. (9 e from: Aa 12, 2738, 
» 1. 1757. 1 


i - 
= 


5 «© (it ſeemed) from any natural cauſe, büt 
che direct operation of Satan : Her joys 
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Loiola 
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Loiola himſelf, as the Wald has ſuffei- 


ently experienced... Ho it may ſpit. * 
Adventurer the World is yet to learn. 


Here then was a.$ceng well — 

a good Actor, and excellently fitted up ſor 
that part he was diſpoſed to play, whieh,;as- 
we haye ſuid, was that of an Aros ri. Aud, 
to do him juſtice, he bath erchibited it 
with ſuch ſplendor: that, of all the Apoſtolic 
gifts. and there is but one with 
wh ch he is not adorned, viz, the gi f 
ſeugues; and as to this, the learned Mr. . 
Weſley may reply with the learned Paul, 
be already ſpoke cviſb. tonguat mr than 
thy all. For the reſt, whether they were 
propheſy ſupernatural: aid in ut miniſey. 
--- bealing the fick,--1- caſting out Dewili. or 
infiing divine. vengeare. on bis pppaſers, 
he had them all, as we find by is journals, 
in the largeſt meaſure. 1} Ov Ho 


We will begin eb A * 


kimſelf ſet out, withdeclaring his Miss. 
A multitude of people got together in 
„ the bouſe, yard, and ſtreet, far more 
than my voice could reach. I eryed a- 
. * loud to as many of them as could hear, 


« All 
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532 


* A things are ready: come ye to the marri- 


« ge. I then DeLivezeD MY Mass ace. 
« So before” ten we took boat, &c. (10)" 


Vet, like Moſes, he was at firſt a little. 
mutinous. From the directions Ireceived 


ee the greateſt importance, I could not but 
« obſerve the miſtake of thoſe who' a. 
“ ſert, «© God will not anſwer your pray- 


6 to his will.“. Y heart was not en- 

« tireiy reſigned to his cvill. Vet J knew 
«. and am aſſured, he heard my voice; and 
« ſent forth his light and his truth (1). 


" PRoPHESY or Speaking by the 8 uri, 6 


firſt and moſt eſſential quality of a divine 
e > he had at will. We had 

„ (ſays he) a watch night at the Cha- 
4c pet: being weak in body, I was afraid 
« I could not go thro* it. But the longer 
I ſpoke, the more ſtrength I had. Inſo- 


* much N clock ae, 


pi Joi. Rag 350K 25, * to July 20,1750, 


p. 29» (2) Journ. from his embarking for a 
wa, return to Lendon, Pe 7˙ 
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« ryneſs and weakneſs was gone; and 1 
* was as one refreſhed with wine (2). --- 
« Several-of the Gentry deſired to ſtay 2 
the meeting of the Society, to whom 1 
_ explained the nature of inward Religion, 
% ab, flowing upon me; Faſter than I coul 
« ſpeak (3). © I intended to have gi- 
<« yen an exhortation to the Society. But 
. * as ſoon as we met, the Spirit of Supplica- 
&« tion fell upon ut, ſo that I could hardly 
do any thing but pray and give thanks, 
“ till it was time for us to part (4).” But 
the Spirit ſoon came down in ſuch a torrent 
that it took away all utterance.---< In the 
evening the word of God was indeed 
* quick and powerful. Afterwards, I de- 
* ſired the men as well as women to meet. 
But I could notſpeak to them. The Spirit 
6e of prayer vas ſo poured upon us all, that we 
could only ſpeak to God (3).” So much 
larger a portion of the Spirit had Mr. J. 
Weſley and his flock than St. Paul and his, 
(2) Journ. from Nov. a 5,7746. to July 20, 17 50. 
p. 32. (3) Journ. from Sept. 3, 1741. te Oct. 


75% 


orgia 27, 1743. p. 87. (4) Journ. from Nov. 25, 1746. 
2 to July 20, 1750. p. 34-5. (5) Journ. from Sept. 
of 3» 1741. to on. 27» 1743. p. 104 · 
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who declared that rhe Spirits of the Prophets 
were ſubjet to the Prophets (6). £ 
The exterior affiſtances in his miniſtry 
were no leſs ſignal than the interior. 
Moy were * ſeated on a large Wall ad- 
Joining, which being built of looſe ſtones, 
te in the middle of the Sermon, all fell 
* down at once. I never ſaw, heard, nor 
< read of ſuch a thing before. The whole 
% wall and the perſons ſitting upon it ſunk: 
** down together, none of them ſcreaming 
* out, and very few altering their poſture, 
And not one was hurt at all; but they 
« appeared fitting at the bottom, juſt as 
« they fat at the top. Nor was there any 
« interruption either of my ſpeaking, or of 
« the attention of the hearers (7).“ The 
next riſes in due gradation. An unruly mio 
became of a ſudden as harmleſs as the 
' Rones;; tho", had they met and oppoſed the 
_ . miniſtry, md one does not know what 
might have happened. —< The mob had 
« juſt broke open the door, when we came 


{6) 1 Cor. xiv. 32. (7) Journ. from Nov, 
25 1746. to July 20, 1750. p. 23. . 


« into 
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« into the lower room; and exactly while 
« they burſt in at one door, we walked out 
4 at the other: Nor did one man take 
any notice of us, tho” we were within 
« five” yards of each other (8).”- With- 
out doubt they were ſtruck blind; tho, 
in imitation of the modeſt ſilence of the 
Evangeliſt, who relates the like adventure 
of the bleſſeck Jeſus, he forbears expreſly 
to record that circumſtance; _—— The 
next miracle was on his friends; and theſe: 
were as fairly ſtruck dumb. The 
* whole multitude were ſilent, while I was 
* ſpeaking. Not a whiſper was heard. 
| © But the moment I had done, the Chain 
«* fell off their-tongues. I was really ſur- 
4 prized. Surely never was ſuch a kack- 
« ling made on the banks of Cayſter, or 
* the Common of Sedgmoor (9).” And 
theſe cack/ings being apparently female, 10 
chain up ſuch tongues, he held, and with 
| reaſon, an exploit worth recording. Indeed 
he appears, by his own account” to have 
taken the moſt effeQual method with them. 
that is, outclamouring them: For thus he: 


(3) Ibid. P. 57. (9) Ibid, p. 96. 5 
5 N 2 meaſures: 
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meaſures out his own Stentoronic voice. 
< Obſerving that ſeveral fat on the ſide of 
< the oppoſite hill, I afterwards fired 
one to meaſure the ground; and we 
<« found it was ſevenſeore yards from the 
« place where I had ſtood. Vet the peo- 
ple there heard perfectly well. I did 
not think any human voice could have 
reached ſo far (10).” And as, on fit 
occaſions, every courtepus Knight Er- 
a hare of his exploits, 0 our Spiritual ad- 
venturer nat to break ſo good a cuſtom, has 


divided (as St. Martin did his cloak wick 


the Beggar) the next adventure with his 
Beat. My horſe was exceeding lame 
ve could not diſcern what ĩt was that was 
« amiſs, and yet he could ſcarce ſer his foot 
on the ground. My head ached more 


than it had done for ſome months (what 


© I here aver is the naked fact; let every 


man accoums for it as he ſees good). I then 


thought, Cannot God heal either 
« man or beaſt, by any means, or arithoat 
« a»y! Immediately my wearing and bead: 
{16) L ons Jaly 20. 2755 to Oct. 28, 

me Few 
. « ache 
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« ache ceaſed, and my Horſe's lameneſs im 
« ;he ſame inſtant. Nor did he halt any 
« more either eg Pp i= penger _ 
& 7y.odd accident this alſo (1)7? © 
Come we next to his Gir or HEAL- 
1%. One of his miracles of this kind, 
it ſeems, had been queſtioned; on Which 
occaſion, he thus explains himſelf Mi- 
« racle or no Miracle, the fact is plain. 
« W. Kirkman is, I apprehend, ſtill alive 
t and able to certify for himſelf, that he 
« had that cough threeſcore years, and 
© ſince that; time {viz. the miraculous aid: 
« afforded. him] it has not returned (2). 
In the pamphlet where this extraordinary 
caſe was firſt. recorded, Mr. Weſley aſks, 
whether any one could ſuppoſe, that, if he 
had performed. it hy his ſkill in phyſic, 
he ſhould not havebeen ready to do honour 
to himſelf rather than transfer it to another. 
If Mr; Weſley's queſtion be ſincere, . he is - 
a dupe to his bre ambition. The. 


| (1) Journ from OR, 27, 1743. to Nov. 17s. 
1746. (2) Journ. from Nov. "uy 1745. to Jaly - 
9. 17 50. Nenn nec}, {2 PT. LE. 


73 
S i Ks 198 93 


* 5 Character 


ee 
P — — 


4 
© 
is 
f % 
4 
{EF 
: 7 

1 
i 


Im — Ars. 


DP Wren earths Nutr 520 et CA 
—_— — —E—kP 2 — 5 n : n * — 
— — A2 2 ne 


. Terre to ſee her no = But, from. 


— —— 
— 


1. Diſeaſe concerning 


Character of à great Saint is infinitely 
more flattering than that of a greatf hyſician. 

----But ta proceed. -ι’ I adminifered the 
«« Sacrament to R. A. Some years ago he 
<« found peace with God, and was freed at 
, once without any human means from a 
„ difemper naturally incurable (3). But 
acogp es wall as: —— fly. = 
fore kim. I found (fays he) Mr. Lunell 
1 in ſo violent a fever that there was little 


hape of his life. He reuived ibo moment 


« be Jaw we, and fell into a breathing ſweat. 
an began to recover from that time. 
* Perhaps for rbis alſ warl ſent (4% In 
« the evening I called upon Anne Calent. 
* She had been ſpeechleſs for fome time. 
< But.almoſt as ſoon as we began te to pray, 


God reſtored her ſpeech, She 45 


©. witnefled a good confefliqn "indeed 


whe a ver. oft ber, ang} in f. 
5 the = and walked,  gloritying 


(4) Journ, from. July 26, Roy 0 Od. 305 
1751. p. 34. (4) Journ, from Sept. 3, 17 
to OR, 275 1102. Pe 34+ 
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Gad (g.. vii ted ſeveral af te Sick. 


4 Moſt of them ware ill of the ſpotted Fe. 
« ver. Which, they informed me had- 


ä fem perſons reco- 

« vering from ĩt. But God. had ſaĩd, H;- 
« therto. Halt ibo come. I believe there 
4. Was man oe vith whom we were, but he 


« teoovered (-- They told me che 


« Phyſician ſaid, he did not expect Mr. 
« Meyrick would. lixe till the marning. 
4. Iwent to him, but his pulſe was gone. 
He had been ſpeechleſs and ſenſaleſa for: 
« me tima. A ſew of us, immediately 
joined raver (I relate the nakad fat} 
hefore we; had done, his ſanſe and his 
ſpeech teturned. Noni be that will ae · 
count fox this hy natural caulas has my: 


f free leave. I chuſe to ſay, 118 16 Tus. 


* POWER or Gen 9 However, graci- 
qus as this fe liauie is, I woultl not be the 
man to adxiſe any one to truſt to i. Saints 
we.vindiQtine :- And one anno ddt he, 

1 64 10 93101 7 7182.9 * 44 
( 5 Journ, from Sept. 3, 74K. to OR. 273 1743 
k. 3% A6) Journ, Nox. 2, 17; 9, to Sept. go 


1741. p. 61. (7) Journ, from Sept. 2 1. 40, 


27> 1743. P- 87. 
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far Mr. Weſley, may think: the honour of 
Neſſenger as to take him at his wor d, af. 
ter he hath ſolemnly aſſured us, of many 
Living witneſſes which God hath given, 
& that His hand is STILL ſtretched out to 
& heal ;. and that figns and wonders. are 
„ even NOW, n by his. holy. Calle 
4 Is sus (8)! D“ 

From the r natural diſeaſes we pro» 
cesd .de ſupernatural, or, ſaving your 
preſence; to the casTING OUT OP DEVILS; 
Having related; by way of- prelude, the ex- 
travagances of a furious female Demoniac 
of nineteen or twenty years of age, whom: 
he ſat to rights without much ceremony; he 
proceeds ãinmediately to another of the ſame: 
according to the true Roman faſhion; —— 
% I was ſent. for to one in Briſtol-.. She lay 
on the ground furiouſly: gnaſhing her 
« b teeth; and after a while. raared-alouds 
« It was ee for chree or four 181 
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* to hold her, eſpecially when che name 
« of Jeſus was named, We prayed. the 
« violence of her ſymptoms ceaſed, tb 
« ewithout a compleat deliverance, In the 
« evening being ſent for to her again, I 
« was unwilling, indeed afraid to £03 
te thinking it would notavail, unleſs ſome, 
« who were ffrong in faith, were to wreſtle 
« with God for her. Lopened my Teſta- 
ment on theſe words -I ua afraid, and 
cc qvent and hid my talent in the carth. I 
« ſtood .reproyed, and went immediately. 
« She began ſcreaming before I came in- 
c to the room, then broke out into a hore 
rid laughter mixt wich blaſphemy, 
« orievous to hear. One who, from manx 
< circumſtances apprehended a preternatu- 
c ral agent to be concerned in this, aſking, 
How didſt thou dare to enter into 
« a Chriſtian ? was anſwered, She 5s 10 
* Chriſtian. $he is mine. Q. Doſt thou 
„not tremble at the name of Jelas ? 
No words followed, but ſhe ſhrunk back 
and rembled exceedingly. Q. Art thou 
4 not enereaſing thy own damnation? Is 
as faintly anſwered, Ay, ay: which was 


followed, 


142 J Diſcourſe concerning 


_ * followed by freſh curſing and blaſphem- 


* ing. My Brother, coming in, ſhe cried 
cc out, Preacher Field. Preacher. I a 
ie not lowe field-preaching.” This was repeat- 
* ed two hours together, with ſpittings 


4 and all the expreſſions of ſtrong averſion, 


And now it was that God ſhewed, he 
« heareth the Prayer--- She was filled with 
6 peace, and knew that the Son of Wicked- 
& agi was departed from her,” This is ve- 
ry well; The next is not inferior, and fol- 
lows immediately — © I was ſent for to 
« Kingfivood again [namely to the young 


woman with whom he preludes theſe at- 
chievements) © A- violent rain began juſt 
as J ſet out, ſo that I was: thoroughly 


« wet in a few minutes.  Fuſt at that time 
«the woman (then three miles off) cried: 
« out, Yonder comes Weſley, galloping 


as faſt as he can. When I was come, I was 


* quite cold and dead, and fitter for ſleep 
than prayer. She burſt out into a horrid 


© laughter, and ſaid, No power, no pow- 
„ gr; no faith, no faith; She is mine. Her 


Soul is mine, I have her, and will not let 
"=. Ve begged of God'to increaſe our 


faith 


— 


the HoLY SPIRIT. 143 
« faith- One, who was clearly convinced 
« this was no natural diſorder, ſaid, I think 
« Satan is let looſe, I fear he will not flop 
« here; and added, I command thee in the 
ename of the Lord Jeſus, to tell if thou haſt = 
« commiſſion to torment any other Soul, 
« It was immediately anſwered, I have ; 


L-) C---r and 8—-h J- s. two who 
« lived at ſome diſtance and were tben in 


« perfect health (8).” In which, I dare ſay, 
they did not long continue after the Ex- 
anc had thus conſigned them over to Satan. 
But what is moſt material in this affair, (if 
we may believe either the Devil or Mr. 
Weſley) is this, That it is Mr. Weſley's 

nw birth only which makes the Chriftians 
and that the Devi hates fe/d-Preaching. To 
evince theſe great truths ſeems to have been 
the end both of the Poſſeſſions and of the 
Exorciſms. Por ER and PURITAN, it 
is to be obſerved, have, in their times, re- 
ceived equal credit from the ſame reverend 
Teſtimonies, the Devil and the Prieſt : as 
the curious may read with pleaſure in the 


(3) Journ, from Aug. 12, 1738. to Nov. 1. 
1739. P. 9, 93, & fl --» 2 ih 
DeteBtioen 


3 
i 1 


tas 4 Difeurſe concerning 
Derci of two famous impoſtures cat. 
ried on in each of theſe Quarters, and re- 
corded by the elegant pen of Dr. Samuel 
HaxsneT,. biſhop of Norwich, and after. 
wards Arch-biſhop' of Vork. By which 
we may gather, that the Inhabitants below 
are divided into ſects as well as thoſe above, 
and that there are Pojihh, Puritan, and Me. 
thodift, Deviis; who have all, in their 
turns, been forced to anfwer to interroga- 
tories; and to depoſe in honour of the Set 
they perſecuted, at the expenſe of that wo 
which they belonged. 1 
Such were the bleflings which Wer 
Weſley diftributed amongſt his friends; 
© for his enemies he had other things in tore; 
the dreadfal JupemenTs or Heaven 
Yet ſtill the treatment was ſtrictly Apoſtoli- 
cal. I preached (ſays he) at Darlaſton, 
hate a den of Lions: But moſt of the 
«fierceſt of them'God had called away by a 
train of amazing ſtrokes; and thoſe that 
« remain-are now as lambs (g)”. His cor- 


05 Ibm. from July 20, #749. to oa. 30. 
2781. N. 85. a 5 
| | rechions, 
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rections, we ſee, had their proper effect. 
« ] preached at R once a place of 
cc furious riot and perſecution » but quiet 
« and calm, fince the bitter Rector is gone to 
cc give an account of himſelf to God (10). — 
Hence we rode to where the Mi- 
« niſter was ſlowly recovering from a vio- 


ent fit of the Palſy, with which he was 


« ſtruck immediately after he had been 
« preaching a virulent Sermon. againſt the 
« Methodiſts (1).“ „ The Rev. Mr. 
« preached and inveighed very much 
« againſt the novel ſect, the upſtart Methe- 
« diffs —— Shortly after, he was to preach 
« [the ſame ſermon again]. He had nam- 
« ed the text twice, when he was ſuddenly 
ſeized with a ratling in his throat, at- 
* tended with a hideous groaning. He 
* fell backward againſt the door of the pul- 
pet was carried away, as it ſeemed, © 
dead into the veſtry. in two or chree 
„days he recovered his ſenſes, and the 
* ſunday following, died (2).” 


(10) Journ, from July 20, 17 50. to Od. 28, 
1754+ P. 21. (1) Journ, ibid. p. 23. (a) Journ. 
from Sept, 3, 1741, to Oct. 27, 1743. p. 103-4. 
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* One of the chief of thoſe who came to 


ct make the diſturbance on the firſt inftant 


cc had hanged hin;ſelf.----A ſecond of them 


had been for ſome days in ſtrong pain, 
«© and had many times fent to defire our 
<< prayers. A third came to me himſelf 


c“ and confeſſed, he was hired that night | 
4 and made drunk on purpoſe: But when 


<« he came to the door, he knew not what 
is aas the matter, he could not ſlir nor open 


< his mouth (3).” Without doubt, there 


was ſomething miraculous in a drunken 
man's not being able to open bis mouth.-— 


J was quite ſurpriſed when I heard Mr. 
4 R preach. That ſoft, ſmooth, tune- 
« full voice, which he ſo "Hon employed 
< to blaſpheme the Work of God, was loſt 
< without hope of recovery. All means 


= os. * * * 


4 had been tried, but none took place. He 


* now ſpoke in a manner /ocking tg 


4 bear, &c (4). —-Mr. C. ſpoke ſo much 
« in favour of the Rioters that they were all 
r few days after Mr. C. 


( 4) Journ. from Nov, I, 1739. to Sept. 3, 


#741. (4) Journ. from Nov, 25, "mh to July 


40, 1750. f. * 


— 
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« walking over the fame field droht down 
« and ſpoke no more. Surely the mercy 
e of God would not ſuffet a well meaning 
« man to be any longer a tool to Perſecu- 
66 tors (5). — © Calling at Newgate 
* [in Briſtol I was informed that the 
poor wretches. under ſentence of death 
« were earneſtly deſiring to ſpeak with 
« me; but that it could not be: Alder- 
<« man Beecher having juſt then ſent an 
<« expreſs order, that they ſhould not. 7 
« cite Alderman Beecher to anſwer for theſe 
« Souls at the judgment ſeat of Chriſt (6).” 
In reviewing theſe)JudGMENTS, tho? ful- 
minated with the air of one who had the di- 
vine Vengeance, at his diſpoſal, I find theſe 
differences between his and the Apoſtoles, 
1, Their terrors were inflicted on Cheats 


and Impoſtors, ſuch as Ananias and Sap- 


phira ; ; Elymas the Sorcerer, and Simon the 


Magician : Whereas the judgments of this 


new Apoſtle fall only on the members of 
his own Church, for oppoſing the tumults 
of field preaching, and the freaks of, what 


(5) Journ. ibid. p. 108. (6) Journ. ibid. 
p. To 
; 0 2 he 
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he calls, Tue NEw BIRTH. 2. The ene- 


mies of the infant Church were the jewiſh 
| Leaders; and they perſecuted in good ear- 
neſt; yet all theſe the Apoſtles left un- 


touched, and reſerved them for a future 


account: Mr. Wefley's enemies are his 


own fellow-members; and they perſecute a 


in jeſt, that is, they beat drums, they ring 
bells, and roar with the rabble; yet theſe, 


with unrelenting rage, he cuts off for iroub. 


ling him: while the anger of the holy 


Apoſtle, on this occaſion, never roſe higher 
than a wiſh (7). Theſe differences, I leave 
Mr. Weſley to reconcile. There is ano- 


ther which I think I may be able to ac- 


count for, myſelf. 3. When the Apoſtles 


puniſhed publicly, they as publicly pro- 


nounced ſentence. Thus to Sapphira, Behold 


the feet of them which buried thy huſband 


are at the Door and ſhall carry thee out; to 
Simon, Thy money periſh with thee ; and to 
Elymas- -now behold the hand of the Lord is 
upon thee, and thou ſhalt be blind---But, in 


this very important affair, Mr. Weſley 


( 7) I would they were. even cut of ons trouble 


appears 


Jou. Cal, Ve 12. 
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appears to have followed a better model, 
the practice of the Ix usr Io; Where, 


tho' the Execution be with all the bit- 


ter pomp of uncharitable piety, the Sen - 
tence, it is well known, is ever pro- 
nounced in ſecret, In one inſtance in- 


deed, he varies from his model, and, at 


Briſtol, commences, as we fee, a regu- 


Har proceſs againſt Mr. Alderman Beecher ; 
whom he ſummoneth, to give an account 
ol himſelf before the Tribunal of Chriſt : 
But whether the Alderman demurred, or 
_ excepted to the juriſdiction; or indeed what 


became of him, after he had been ſo fairly 
cited, we no where learn. 


| Theſe are ſome of the extraardinary 


graces of which Mr. J. Weſley aſ⸗ 
ſumes the privileges. But let not this 


exhibition of them be miſtaken for a 


confutation. My purpoſe, here, is only 


to ſhew that he lays claim to them, 
and fo becomes a proper ſubje& of the 
AposToric TEsr, which enables us to 
diſcriminate all ſublunary aui/dom from 

O 3 that 


&c. 
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cannot bear the zozrh, it will be our 


fault not to ſee him for the future, 
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that which is from above. 


in 


ine form of Deluder and Fa- 
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